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Aya 

Anastasia Thomas, known as Aya lived in Soufriere, Dominica. She was born on 
the 6th of September 1901. She was 100 years old when Gabrielle Le Roux met, 
interviewed and drew her in 2001. 

Aya was known for her outstanding skill as a bele dancer, she wore her 
traditional dance clothes for her portrait. 

 



 

 

Ma Pampo 

Elizabeth Israel, better known as Ma Pampo lived in Glanvillia, Portsmouth, 
Dominica. She was born 27 January 1875 and died on October 17th 2003 at the 
age of 128. She was 126 years old when she sat for this portrait in 2001. 

 Ma Pampo attributed her good longevity to hard work, the natural food she ate, 
God and her philosophy of living in peace with the people around her. 

 



 

 

 

Didi 

Virginia Barry, known as Didi lived in Glanvillia, Portsmouth, Dominica. She was 
101 years old but her exact birthdate was not available when I visited.  

Didi was Ma Pampo’s first cousin and although she was over a hundred she was 
twenty five years younger years younger than her. 

 



 

 

Ma Morol 

Josine Nicely Bernadette Valmond was known as Ma Morol. She lived in Sineku 
where the survivors of the Caribs, some of Dominica’s earliest inhabitants live. 
She was born on 22 November 1901 and was 100 years old when we met. She 
was skilled at the kind of basket and mat weaving practiced in that area. 

 




