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One of the most striking developments of the last
20 years is the redistribution of power in the
International system. While the United States
remains powerful in many domains, states with
burgeoning economic and/or military might,
sometimes combined with regional influence, are
demanding our attention. What does this shifting
power distribution mean for multilateral
cooperation? What are these states demanding of
the UN, its affiliated agencies, and regional
partners? How are these entities responding? In
what ways are multilateral institutions vehicles
and/or obstacles to small island states like
Trinidad or to emergent powers like Brazil? To the
degree that newly powerful states might seek to
influence the direction of the UN system, what
form might this take? Which issues might small,
middle, and emerging states emphasize in the
multilateral system and with what effects? What
role do private and civil society actors play in this
activity? What role do regional groupings, like the
Organization of American States, Association of
Caribbean States and CARICOM, play?

The ACUNS Annual Meeting will address these
overarching thematic questions, while giving
special attention to the challenges of migration,
security, regional prosperity and development,
energy, and environmental

It is ACUNS’ great privilege to hold our 22nd
annual meeting on campus at The University
of the West Indies (UWI) in Trinidad.

June 4-6, 2009
Trinidad

In addition to our host, the Institute of International
Relations at UWI, we are pleased to be working
with local partners representing the UN
Association of Trinidad and Tobago; the regional
office of the UN Development Program; the UN
Economic Commission for Latin America and the
Caribbean; the Association of Caribbean States;
the regional UN Information Center and
International Labor Organization, among others.

Trinidad and Tobago will host the 5th Summit of
the Americas meeting in April 2009 and the
Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting in
November 2009 in Port of Spain. The ACUNS
conference falls between these two, providing an
excellent opportunity to reflect on themes
emerging in the two summit

sustainability in the
Caribbean context.

Panel and paper proposals to be submitted | CONtEXIs.
by March 1, 2009 to pgoff @wlu.ca.
Please visit www.acuns.net for more details.
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The Academic Council on the United Nations System (ACUNS) is a professional
association of academics and practitioners devoted to the study of multilateral relations, global governance
and international cooperation. ACUNS has Category 1 Consultative Status with ECOSOC and NGO Affiliate
status with the UN Department of Public Information. We have liaison offices in New York, Delhi, Geneva,
Cairo, and Marseille. Our core activities — our annual meeting and our annual summer workshop — each
provide unique opportunities for networking and knowledge exchange between and among practitioners and
academics from the North and South. We also offer an annual dissertation fellowship and Global
Governance: A Review of Multilateralism and International Organizations is published in association with

Lynne Rienner Publishers.

Board of Directors

Chair: Thomas G. Weiss
CUNY Graduate Center

Chair-elect: Christer Jonsson
Lund University

Elizabeth Cousens
Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue

Neta Crawford
Boston University

Devesh Kapur
University of Pennsylvania

Shin-wha Lee
Korea University

Julie Mertus
American University

Henrike Paepcke
Dusseldorf Institute for
Foreign and Security Policy

Roland Paris
University of Ottawa

Bertrand Ramcharan
Geneva Institute for International
and Development Studies

Margaret Vogt
United Nations Secretariat

Recent ACUNS Annual Meetings
2008 Bonn, Germany, “The United Nations and the Global Develop-
ment Architecture”

2007 New York, New York, “The Study of International Organiza-
tions: Past, Present, Future?”

2006 Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, “Multilateralism: Does it Still Matter?”

2005 Ottawa, Ontario, Canada, “Implementing the Millennium
Declaration: The Five Year Review

2004 Geneva, Switzerland, “Human Security: Issues, Linkages and
Challenges”

Global Governance: A Review of Multilateralism and
International Organizations

Global Governance is a quarterly, peer-reviewed journal providing a
much-needed forum for practitioners and academics who want to
explore the impact of international institutions and multilateral
processes on economic development, peace and security, human
rights, and preservation of the environment. (Barry Carin, Jan Aart
Scholte, and Gordon Smith, editors)

"Offers a consistently high-quality source of innovative thinking about
how to resolve the dilemmas of representation, effectiveness, effi-
ciency, and collective action that the architects of any political system
must address and conquer."-Anne-Marie Slaughter, Dean, Woodrow
Wilson School, Princeton University

A subscription to the quarterly journal, Global Governance — excellent articles for keeping
up on current debates and for classroom use.

A soon-to-be-redesigned interactive website — coming in the fall of 2008, post work in
progress and get feedback from other ACUNS members; profile your book-length
publications; share ideas and resources for teaching.

ACUNS Membership Benefits

ACUNS has Category 1 Consultative Status with ECOSOC, NGO Affiliate status with the UN Department of
Public Information, and is accredited to UNESCO —get access to official UN system meetings and library

collections.

Liaison offices in Cairo, Delhi, Geneva, Marseille, New York, and Vienna, plus members worldwide — tap
into our global network for your field research.

Academic-practitioner dialogue — for 21 years, our events have consistently brought officials and practitio-
ners from inside international organizations into conversation with academics studying those same

organizations.

Quarterly Newsletter — keep up on upcoming events and share ideas with other members.
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