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Tim Shaw's reflections after four months at IIR: 
 

I am delighted to accept the demands of animating IIR in its fifth decade as its 13th 
Director; very aware of the big shoes I have to fill. As a first-generation Canadian, I 
am excited by the challenge of being associated with a new institution, university, 
country and region. I welcome the opportunity of working in a 'democratic 
developmental island state’, having analysed development from the perspective of 
Africa/Canada/EU - from fragile to developmental states and now onto Small Island 
Developing States (SIDS). 
  

I'm proud to be privileged to possess degrees from a trio of continents: an 
opportunity that should now be open to all in the new millennium. Following working with Voluntary Service 
Overseas (VSO) in Thailand, I was President of the Student Union when the Institute of Development Studies (IDS) 
was established at the University of Sussex. My three decades at Dalhousie University in Nova Scotia included 
years teaching in universities in Zambia (UNZA), Nigeria (Ife, now OAU) and Zimbabwe (UZ). Most recently, I was 
a faculty member in human security at Royal Roads University in British Columbia and was Director of the Institute 
of Commonwealth Studies at the University of London. I continue to be a visiting professor in Uganda as well as in 
South Africa. 
 

I'm now also a Senior Fellow at The Center for International Governance Innovation (CIGI) in Ontario, where I 
research issues like BRICSAM; happily, they will be here for discussions on the public diplomacy of small states in 
the first quarter of the New Year. 
 

I also continue to serve as a member of the Civil Society Advisory 
Committee to the Commonwealth Foundation, which organises the 
People's Forum in parallel to the Commonwealth Heads of 
Government Meeting (CHOGM) just held in Uganda and scheduled 
for Trinidad in 2009. Having recently completed a publication for 
Routledge on the Commonwealth, recently launched in Kampala 
around CHOGM and CPF, I'm pleased to continue to edit two-book 
series -on International Political Economy (IPE) from Palgrave 
Macmillan (over a quarter-century) and the IPE of new regionalism 
from Ashgate.  

Cont’d on page three... 
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At a welcome function, sponsored by publishers Ashgate, Tim Shaw thanks Anselm Francis for his directorship. In photo, presenting a token 
of appreciation on behalf of the Library is Cherill Farrell, Librarian. 
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Profile of a diplomat 
Ambassador Keith Mac Person Franklin 
Embassy of Barbados, Caracas, Venezuela 
 

The embassy of Barbados in Caracas is one of the ten missions and consulates Barbados 
possesses internationally.  This Embassy is headquarters to seven Latin American countries to 
which H.E. Ambassador Keith MacP Franklin has accreditation. Ambassador Franklin, a career 
civil servant, fluent Spanish speaker and past student of IIR, visited us recently on his way to 
attend his daughter’s graduation from Cave Hill Campus. 

 

Ambassador Franklin attended the class of 1989-90, a period fraught with global turmoil, including the conflicts in 
Latin America, the coup in Trinidad and Tobago and the Fall of the Berlin Wall which had theoretical bases for his 
IR tenure.  He had come to IIR after working at various levels in several Ministries in Barbados.  Actually at the time 
he became a student, he was experiencing his first stint in Venezuela from January 1986 to September 1989 where 
he was Counsellor / Head of Chancery with the Embassy of Barbados, and performed the duties of Head of 
Mission occasionally. Subsequently, he has moved through the rank and file of the Barbados’ Ministries working as 
Permanent Secretary, Senior Foreign Service Officer, Chief Protocol Officer, Head of the Consular Division at the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and performed the duties of Consul at the Barbados Consulate-General both in New 
York and United Kingdom.  
 

Ambassador Franklin recounted with alacrity classes in Money & Finance with Professor Ramsaran; and Diplomacy 
with Mr. Lennox Ballah and Mrs. Lenore Dorsett; evidence that tutelage at IIR has left a lasting impression. 
 

Our conversation centered on the profile of a diplomat.  Ambassador Franklin profiled a diplomat as a multifaceted 
individual, one who must acquire a wide subject knowledge base, with easy ability to represent and market the 
interests of one’s country. He was quick to dispel the misunderstanding that a diplomat is often the toast of cocktail 
parties, however he noted that the strategic importance of these informal settings give rise to negotiating and 
securing country interests.  He further pointed out that a significant portion of the job involves administrative, 
resource management, outreach and reporting functions, stressing the importance of the latter as it transmits the 
country’s activities and interest abroad.  He noted that a willingness to meet and speak with persons at all levels is 
also a key trait to possess.  Recently, he was afforded the opportunity in Argentina to address members of the 
Chamber of Industry and Commerce as well as students, he explained that the entire presentation and question-
answer segments were conducted in Spanish, not an easy exercise for someone whose mother tongue is English. 
 

Since his appointment, Ambassador Franklin has been living in Venezuela for just about three years, his 
commitment to deepening relations with Latin American and the region is unquestionable.  He believes that with his 
appointment and considering escalating globalization challenges, Barbados’ presence in Latin America ensures 
that bilateral agreements are well negotiated, and trade and educational exchanges can be encouraged.  His easy 
going manner and enthusiasm ensure that there is continuing diplomatic success for Barbados in particular and the 
region in general.  He hopes to indelibly mark the future by parlaying his hobby of fictional writing into a soon to be 
published volume of short stories.  He has promised to return to the Institute to engage current students in 
discussions on the practice of diplomacy.  Ambassador Franklin – a diplomat, a gentleman, a friend – we look 
forward to welcoming him back “home” soon. 

 

    
 

To see what’s happening at IIR – check out the calendar of events at http://sta.uwi.edu/iir/news/default.html  

We recently hosted an official visit 
from one of our past students, 
Jeanelle van Glaanenweygel, 
Professional Development 
Program Coordinator, OAS 
(Suriname)  
 

In photo – Dr Gale Rigobert, Prof. 
Ramesh Ramsaran, Dr. Debbie 
Mohammed, Dr. Mark Kirton, Mr. 
Anselm Francis, Ms Jeanelle van 
Glaanenweygel, Prof. Timothy Shaw, 
Prof. Vaughan Lewis, Prof. Norman 
Girvan, Ms. Jacqueline Roberts 
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Welcome cont’d from first page 
 

Given new technologies, IIR is ever more the place to be, networking national, regional and global alums. We're 
working with the University of Suriname to export our MSc and we hope to offer more evening and summer classes 
as well as give more structure to the MPhil and PhD, including the new Graduates' Room as work space. I hope to 
encourage a more active alum network, which will also link Fellows and Friends.  
 

My door is always open both literally and virtually: come visit at UWI or online (www.sta.uwi.edu/iir).  
Onto the festive season and New Year.  
With all good wishes,  
Tim Shaw 
 

Anselm Francis, charts the course for the MSc IR that will be offered in Suriname from January 2008 
 

‘It is gratifying to note that the Institute will be delivering its MSc programme in Suriname 
beginning January 2008. It is equally satisfying that this project is undertaken in 
collaboration with the Antom de Kom University of Suriname. However, it should be 
stated that the gestation period has been long. Under Professor Gayle’s watch, extensive 
discussions were held with Ambassador Krishna Nandoe on the Suriname-side. In 
August of this year, Ambassador Nandoe led a delegation to IIR, just as our present 
Director, Tim Shaw was becoming familiar with the Institute, happily an agreement in 
principle was reached. This agreement should be seen in the context of regional 
integration, but with a difference. In this case the agreement is not between governments 
but between reputable Caribbean Institutions. Obviously, regular visits by staff members 
to Suriname will be challenging but given our vision of Caribbean unity, we feel 
constrained to work closely with our Antom de Kom counterparts to help build capacity in 
a sister Caribbean territory’. AF  [For details, see http://sta.uwi.edu/iir/postgrad/default.html] 
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Cropper Foundation Donation 
The Cropper Foundation has donated material to several libraries at the university, including the library at the 
Institute of International Relations. Material held at the IIR Library are: MA Summary for Decision Makers, MA 
Opportunities and Challenges for Business and Industry, MA Statement from the Board, Development as if Equity 
Mattered. A Report on the Conference on Public Policy, Natural Resources and Equity. 2001, Public Lecture 'The 
Caribbean and Climate Change: The Risks Ahead and the Need Responses' by Prof. James Gustave Speth. May 
2006 and Caribbean Sea Ecosystem Assessment: Executive Summary.  
 

Cristal joins the IIR Library Staff 
Cristal Bassaw is an undergraduate student in the faculty of Science and Agriculture where she is in her final year 
of a Bsc in Agribusiness Management with a minor in entrepreneurship. After her degree, she is hoping to pursue 
her post-graduate studies in environmental management. In addition to her academic pursuits she also is involved 
in an array of clubs and societies both on campus and in her community of Arima. She has worked in the Main 
Library as a student assistant for two (2) years prior to her appointment in the IIR library as a Library Assistant I. 
Cristal has been employed at the IIR library since the beginning of the academic year and expresses her 
appreciation to all the staff in welcoming her into the IIR family.  
 

IIR Library accepts ITLOS donation 
Justice Anthony Lucky visited the library and made a donation of a CD containing Basic Texts of the International 
Tribunal for the Law of the Sea. The CD contains documents both in English and French. 
 

Johan Galtung donates book to the IIR Library 
This may be the first recorded donation of a children’s book to the IIR Library, but as co-author Johan Galtung 
advised the themes are adult - and children are “advised to read it to their parents at bedtime”. Two copies of A 
flying orange tells its tale by Johan Galtung and Andréas Galtung was donated to the IR Library, on Friday 23 
November 2007 coinciding with the opening of the Graduates’ Room. One book each was inscribed to the memory 
of Gatung’s former colleagues, Professor Roy Prieswerk and Dr. Herb Addo. 
 

IIR Library hosts book launch 
Senior Lecturer and co-editor Dr Mark Kirton launched Governance, Conflict Analysis and Conflict Resolution on 
Tuesday 4th December at 10am in the IIR Library.  At the event, copies of the co-edited text were donated to both 
the Main Library and the IIR Library. 
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Right Honourable 
 Sir George Melvin Compton 
SLC, OCC, KCMG, PC, LLB 

 

 
 
Born in 1925 on the nearby island of 
Canouan, St. Vincent, Compton 
attended high school in St. Lucia 
and worked in oil refineries in 
Curacao for two years before 
studying in the United Kingdom, 
where he qualified as a lawyer at the 
University of Wales. He was 
knighted by Queen Elizabeth II in 
1997. 
 

Compton, who founded his United 
Workers Party 43 years ago, had 
resigned as its leader in 1996 but 
came out of retirement nine years 
later after his successor lost general 
elections. He defeated Prime 
Minister Kenny Anthony's bid for a 
third five-year term at the polls last 
year in an upset. www.iht.com 
 

Sir John Compton, three times Prime 
Minister of St Lucia, died on the 7 
September 2007, aged 82. He is 
survived by his wife, Lady Janice 
Compton, and five children.  
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The Institute of International Relations mourns the passing of, Sir John 
Compton KBE, President of St Lucia, and presents an excerpt of the 
Obituary delivered by K. Dwight Venner, Governor of the Eastern Caribbean 
Central Bank. 
 
“Despite all we think we know about him he was a very private and even shy 
person in many ways. He was as down to earth and straightforward as any 
person who held high office could be.  
 

Ausbert and I called him The Chief, Captain, Captain Marvel and John the 
Magician but in the end I settled on Charles De Gaulle. During the Second 
World War when France was defeated De Gaulle would not accept defeat 
and literally willed France back into existence and sought for it a place at the 
table in international affairs.  
 

Similarly, John Compton used his tremendous will power to set Saint Lucia 
on the path to development. Like De Gaulle he aged well and also like De 
Gaulle he was always ready to return from exile or retirement when the 
nation called. In an age when knowledge and information have been 
acknowledged as the driving force behind economic growth and people are 
living longer because of advanced medical technology, sensible diet and 
exercise, Compton’s return at eighty posed a very perplexing question for 
many. He answered the question in his own inimitable style by stating that 
he was running for office and not the Olympics.  
 

In any case at the juncture he was as fit as many men who were half his 
age. Milton Friedman and Peter Drucker, two of the leading intellectuals of 
the twentieth century who recently died in their mid nineties were as sharp 
as ever and still writing quality papers. Compton did not age he mellowed 
and grew wiser. He read widely and was one of the most informed 
individuals you could encounter.   
 

This question of age has by no means died with him. The question is, “What 
will we do with the accumulated wisdom of those who live long lives in 
societies with small populations in a world driven by knowledge and  
information?” It could be considered an act of poetic justice, the hands of 
fate and meet and right that he should die in office so that a grateful nation 
could offer him the appropriate accolades and honour in keeping with his 
tremendous contribution and service.  
 

There is a book which for me sublimely captures John Compton’s life purpose and his passing. It is Ernest 
Hemmingway’s – The Old Man and the Sea. It is “the story of an epic struggle between an old, seasoned fisherman 
and the greatest catch of his life.” Santiago the fisherman has gone without a catch for eighty four days. On the 
eighty fifth day he sails far beyond the shore into the Gulf Stream. There he hooks a gigantic fish, a marlin, which 
proceeds to pull him for three days. In the end he triumphs and kills the fish but on the journey back sharks attack 
the catch and despite the efforts of Santiago they strip the meat off leaving only a gigantic carcass. Back on shore 
the fishermen marvel at the size of the carcass and for Santiago this is a triumph. In his third coming, Compy might 
have gone out too far but in his marathon budget address which is comparable to Santiago’s venture into the Gulf 
Stream, he gave a vision of Saint Lucia which caught the imagination of his people.” 
 

One can only end by quoting a small verse on success. 
 

 

He has achieved success 

Who has lived well 

Laughed often and 

Loved much. 
 
 

We shall miss him dearly and cherish his memory forever. 
 

K Dwight Venner 
18 September 2007 
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The life and work of the late Dr. Herb Addo was featured in the second installment of the Herb Addo Memorial 
Lecture series. This year’s featured speaker was Norwegian professor, Johan Galtung, a leading advocate of non-
violent solutions to resolving conflicts. His address was titled “The decline and fall of the US empire and then what?  

 
In November 2002, the 1

st
 Herb Addo Memorial Lecture was staged by the Institute of 

International Relations in collaboration with the Sir Arthur Lewis Institute of Social and 
Economic Studies. The featured speaker was Prof Immanuel Wallerstein who addressed the 
issue of “The Caribbean and the World System.” 

 

Dr. Herb Addo, Reader, was at the Institute of International Relations from 1975 to 1996. He 
lectured in International Relations Theory and Methodology and Global Political Economy of 
Development. He was well known internationally for his contribution to critical theories on 
imperialism, social transformation and the global development problématique. Addo was a 
collaborator with renowned International Relations scholars such as Johan Galtung, 
Immanuel Wallerstein, Andre  Gunder  Frank  and  George Aseniero.  Addo’s  major writings  
include:  Transforming the  World Economy?  Nine  Critical  Essays  on the New International               
Economic Order  (1984);  Development  as  Social transformation: Reflections  on the Global 

         Problématique (1985) and Imperialism, the Permanent Stage of Capitalism (1986). 
 


�����������by Marlon Anatol�
 

The seminar given in dedication to the late Dr. Herb Addo was tremendously well attended, [in fact one 
was left wondering why the venue was not much bigger - probably a stadium - as many latecomers were 
left standing in the back of the room] nevertheless, the presentation by Prof. Galtung was informative, 
ensuring and inspiring.  It was a speech that was fit for International Relations historians, commentators, 
prophets, critics, students, lectures and observes alike.   
 

The speech was truly seminal in its appeal and outlook 
and centered on the World Systems Theory. Galtung 
referred to his work and that of Herb Addo - done over the 
last 50 years - emphasizing international relations of the 
globe. The Professor discussed the contradiction 
(fourteen) that he sees in US foreign policy since 2000, 
contradictions that bring him to the conclusion that the US empire is actually in 
decline which will lead to is inevitable fall; juxtaposing the fall of the Soviet 
Empire and that of the US, he further went on to suggest what the world would 
look like afterward its fall in the near future. He spoke about the ‘hijacking’ of the 
international system where 8 countries solely determine what is of importance 
for the 193 sovereign countries in the world arena. As Galtung notes, “… we 

have dark days in front of us. We have impending climate and economic disaster and on top of that a political military issue, the 
so-called Shield.”  
 

His analysis of the global capital system was intuitive as much as it was 
instructive, in its discourse. He noted that the world capitalist system places all 
countries in a ‘global market place’ which is characterized by its component 
elements being a vertical assembly line for the transportation of capital from 
the bottom to the top; with the South clearly being at the bottom of that 

process. Highlighting the three mechanisms of 
the capitalist system: monetization, privatization 
and globalization, he sets the stage to identify 
the future of those who do not have the 
monetary power to secure the basic necessities 
of life, he states “125 000 dying every day with 
25 000 starving and 100000 dying from 
preventable and curable diseases, for which 
cures exist…” To simplify this he highlighted the 
concepts of structural violence and cultural 
violence.  He believes that the world can exist without violence, but we need to understand the 
nature of them before we can rid ourselves of their existence. 
 

Of interest to all is the frank and nurturing way in which he fielded questions from the audience at 
the end of his presentation and at the informative ‘lime’ that ensued. He is an intellect who clearly 
enjoys discourse from a range of discipline, attitudes, ideologies and individuals. 

Dr Herb Addo 

In photo: Dr. Allen, Prof. Galtung, Dr. Nurse,  
Dr. Rigobert, Mrs. Galtung and Jonelle Watson 

Prof. Galtung and 
Dr. Stewart share smiles  
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Good news travels fast, and news about Dr. Kirton’s previous 
study tours (2006 and 2007) to South America was no different. 
Subsequently, when the MSc (2008) were approached with the 
idea of a study tour to Guyana and Suriname, almost 
immediately troops were marshalled and funds were sourced. 
There was 100% commitment behind the idea – and here begins 
our virgin pilgrimage to these bordering states. Incidentally, Prof 
Ralph Premdass also accompanied us to Guyana. This was a 
trip of unexpectedness: new experiences, flexible schedules and 
great travel camaraderie. 
 
Our visit to Guyana was planned to coincide with meetings of the 
Council for Trade and Economic Development (COTED), 
fortuitously we were invited to the meeting of Officials of the 24th 
General Meeting, which lay an excellent foundation for our 

scheduled attendance at the Ministerial meetings two days later. Here, we observed first hand the strident voices of the region 
on the issue of trade in commodities.   
 
A visit to the Foreign Institute of Guyana outlined the nuances of diplomacy and negotiation.  Any questions we had about the 
recently concluded arbitration award on the Guyana/Suriname border dispute was expertly handled by our hosts Mrs. Elizabeth 
Harper, Director General and Mr. Keith George, Director of the Frontier Department; and we became curious about Point 61 – 
the area from which the Arbitration Tribunal defined the maritime borders. 
 
Highlights of the first few days including a tour of wooden town of Georgetown, crossing the Essequibo River by boat to visit Fort 
Island – the first Dutch Fort, seeing an Amerindian dwelling hut – ‘Umana Yana’, and experiencing the vibrancy of Stabroek 
Market. Several Brazilian flags on buildings in and around Georgetown were evidence of the encroaching influence of Guyana’s 
southern neighbour. We also visited the site called Seven Ponds, a space that commemorates the remains of notable Guyanese 
nationals: former Presidents Forbes Burnham and Desmond Hoyte and Poet Martin Carter and Sir David Rose. A short distance 
away was a pond habituated by alligators and manatees. Quite fascinating, the importance of manatees in maintaining canal 
banks on sugar plantations was explained to us while we hand-fed them bits of grass.  
 
Also on our itinerary was a visit to the University of Guyana where we appreciated the insight shared by Mr. Kadasi Ceres, 
lecturer in International Relations and engaged with our opposite numbers in a stimulating discourse on national policy. 
 
Before we began our trek to the border, a brief stop at the residence of the Kirtons, provided mouth watering Guyanese 
sustenance for our 4-hour long journey to Berbice.  The miles-long Dutch-built sea-wall was our steady companion on our 
journey. Though tired, when we arrived in Berbice, we were thankful for the hospitality of Dr Parsram Thakur and Dr Rishee 
Thakoor of the University of Guyana, Berbice Campus who invited us for dinner at his residence. His passion could not be 
quenched as he spoke about Berbice and outlined the difficulty in obtaining timely information resources in this area of Guyana. 
 
The following morning we paid homage to Point 61 before crossing the Corentyne River to Suriname. After clearing customs, we 
boarded a ferry at New Amsterdam to arrive in Nikerie, Suriname. Here, we were greeted by the office of the District 
Commissioner and provided with a brief on Nikerie by Mr. Shankar himself. Hours later, we arrived in Paramaribo and 
immediately, a historical and social difference was apparent between Guyana and Suriname.  Suriname’s multicultural diversity 
is apparent in the faces of its population, reflected in its flora and fauna and enshrined in its striking architecture.  
 
While in Paramaribo, we met with the Faculty of Antom De Kom University. 
Dr. Kirton, Dr. Mohammed and Ms. Brathwaite discussed the forthcoming 
Masters in International Relations. Questions of prospective students and 
partnering faculty were relayed to and fielded by IIR Faculty.  
 
With thanks to Ambassador Mrs Fedelia Graand-Galon who visited the IIR in 
Trinidad two weeks before our trip to the continent, we took advantage of a 
rare opportunity to visit the maroon village ‘Wan Hati’ which means one 
heart in Surinamese; where we remarked on the way of life.  The tour to the 
Maroon community was also facilitated by officials of the Ministry of 
Regional Development - specifically, Ms. Lydia Brewster, IR Coordinator and 
Ms. Peggy Panka, IR Officer. Though we noted some modern elements in 
the village, we were able to observe some age-old traditional practices.  
 

At the end of a wondrous week, we returned to Trinidad with a first hand 
appreciation of trade, border security and mainland issues. We recognise 
that these tours are invaluable to bringing understanding to regional and international relations:   thanks to  all who  made  this 
possible,  especially  the Director and Staff of IIR, the Dean of the Faculty of Social Sciences, our public and  private  sector 
benefactors and our newly formed South American friends. 

Taking instruction on Maroon living 

IIR delegates at COTED 


