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Salutations  

 Thank You University Registrar and our Chairman today, Mr. Will Iton  

 Vice-Chancellor of The University of the West Indies, Professor Sir Hilary 

Beckles  

 Pro Vice-Chancellor, Graduate Studies and Research and Chair of the Selection 

Committee, Professor Dale Webber  

 Other Fellow University and Campus Executives  

 Distinguished Awardees  

 Public Orator, UWI St. Augustine Campus, Dr. Brian Cockburn  

 Members of UWI St. Augustine Campus Management, Deans and Members of 

Staff  

 Specially Invited Guests 

 Members of the Media  

 Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen  



***** 

 

 

Introductory & Welcome Remarks  

 Good evening. 

 

 I take great pleasure in welcoming you all to the St. Augustine Campus of The 

University of the West Indies for the presentation of the 2015/2016 Vice-

Chancellor’s Awards for Excellence.  For those of you who may not know, this 

ceremony has been a university tradition for more than 20 years and is 

considered to be the most prestigious awards of The University of the West 

Indies.  It is rotated annually among UWI’s four Campuses and so, for the St. 

Augustine Campus to have the opportunity to host this premier event once 

again is a great honour.  I extend a special welcome to our Vice-Chancellor, 

Professor Sir Hilary Beckles who I should also mention was himself one of the 

very first recipients of this award in the academic year 1993/1994 when the 

awards were established by then Vice-Chancellor, Sir Alister McIntyre.  Sir 

Hilary – I think you perhaps have made history as the first recipient of the Vice-

Chancellor’s Award to actually become Vice-Chancellor……  

 

APPLAUSE 



 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to the Recipients  

 

 Before I go any further, I also congratulate the seven recipients of the Vice-

Chancellor’s Award for Excellence 2016 – Dr. Farid Youssef; Professor Jayaraj 

Jayaraman,; Professor Jennifer Knight-Madden; Mr Floyd Reifer; Professor 

Verene Shepherd; Mr. Jessel Murray; and the Department of Electrical and 

Computer Engineering here at St. Augustine.  Today, we celebrate and 

recognize your exceptional accomplishments.  You stand out as exemplars in 

your respective fields whether it be for teaching, research, administration, 

service to the university community, contribution to public service, or all-round 

excellence.  You should all therefore feel a deep sense of pride in your 

achievement as your work has endured the scrutiny of your peers who are the 

ones who have deemed you worthy of this accolade.  Bear in mind as well that 

The University of the West Indies across our four Campuses employs thousands 

of academic and administrative staff, all of whom are eminently qualified in 

their respective fields; so to be named a recipient of the Vice-Chancellor’s 

Awards for Excellence is no easy feat.  

Special Recognition to UWI St. Augustine Recipients  

 



 As Principal of the St. Augustine Campus, you must forgive me, but I am 

extremely proud of my four St. Augustine Campus colleagues who will be 

receiving awards this evening - Dr. Farid Youssef, Professor Jayaraj Jayaraman, 

Mr. Jessel Murray, and the Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering 

from where I hail……  I extend my personal congratulations to you my dear 

colleagues who are now dubbed the “Fantastic Four”.  The St. Augustine 

Campus is proud of your achievements.  My hope is that your accomplishment 

will inspire, motivate and encourage others across our Campus to strive for 

excellence in all that they do, and in so doing continue to foster a culture of 

excellence which the regional university has established for nearly seven 

decades.    

 

Closing Remarks 

 According to the great philosopher Aristotle,  

“Excellence is an art won by training and habituation.  We do not act rightly 

because we have virtue or excellence, but we rather have those because we have 

acted rightly.  We are what we repeatedly do.  Excellence, then, is not an act but a 

habit.” 



 Let us all cultivate the habit of excellence as displayed by all of our recipients 

so that we continue to build a great university for our Caribbean community.  I 

thank you, and once again – welcome to The UWI St. Augustine Campus.  

 


