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THE UNIVERSITY OF THE WEST INDIES

SCHOOL FOR GRADUATE STUDIES AND RESEARCH

ST. AUGUSTINE CAMPUS

 GUIDELINES FOR THE REPORT OF EXAMINERS
P

PRACTICE-BASED M.PHIL AND PH.D. PROJECTS IN CULTURAL STUDIES
Please write a report on the practice-based research project according to the guidelines below. The report should address (1) the practical work exhibited by the student, (2) the written thesis, and include (3) your overall recommendation. The written thesis and the practical work should be viewed as complementary.

The report should be submitted to Senior Assistant Registrar, Mrs. Deborah Charles-Smythe at the Office of Graduate Studies and Research.

1. EXAMINATION CRITERIA FOR THE PRACTICAL COMPONENT (VISUAL ARTS)

In your report, we invite you to focus on the following questions. You can also comment on any other strengths and weaknesses identified in the practical work. 

a) RELATIONSHIP TO RESEARCH QUESTIONS

· Is there is a demonstrable relationship between the art, the topic of the student’s research and the research questions?

· Has the student used the practical work to investigate theoretical discussions or models relevant to the research topic? Does the practical work allow the student to contribute to relevant theoretical discussions?
· Does the practical work support the research arguments? 
· Does the practical work advance academic knowledge in the field in question? 
b) TECHNICAL SKILL AND AESTHETIC

· Does the choice of media support the investigation of the topic and research questions?

· How well suited is the choice of materials for the investigation of the topic and research questions?

· Are the materials and media skillfully manipulated to produce the desired effect? 

· Does the work demonstrate a clear understanding of formal qualities?

· Is the work cohesive and logically and effectively arranged and presented?

c) ORIGINALITY OF ARTWORK: 

· Does the art demonstrate an innovative approach to conceptualizing the topic and research questions?

· Is there strong evidence of artistic originality?
2. EXAMINATION CRITERIA FOR THE WRITTEN COMPONENT (THESIS)

a) OBJECTIVES

Are the objectives clearly stated?  Is the scope of the research appropriate for the M.Phil. and Ph.D. degree?
b) METHODOLOGY

Is the research design satisfactory?  Are the research methods sound? Does the thesis provide analytically sound reflection on the artistic process and the development of the practical work?
c) ORIGINALITY AND ACHIEVEMENT

Have the objectives been achieved?  Does the thesis provide a relevant theoretical framework for the research questions and the practical work? Do the thesis and the practical work make an original contribution to the discipline?
d) INTERPRETATION

Are the practical work and the artistic process discussed and analysed in relation to relevant theoretical concepts and models? Do the practical work and the written thesis succeed in formulating clear, original research arguments?
e) PRESENTATION

Is the thesis written in a clear, effective and approved manner? 
f) COMMENTS

Please comment on strengths and weaknesses, and indicate any changes which are required, or suggested.
3. OVERALL ASSESSMENT FOR BOTH PRACTICAL AND WRITTEN COMPONENTS
(a) One of the following categories is usually applicable:
(i) Thesis is unsatisfactory

-
Fail
(ii) Thesis is unsatisfactory

-
To be revised and resubmitted 
for re-examination
(iii) Thesis requires extensive revision but not re-submission for re-examination

(iv) Thesis is satisfactory

-
Minor corrections are required
(v) Thesis is satisfactory 

-
No corrections are required
(b)  In making a recommendation please note the following:
(i) For all Ph.D. candidates, oral examinations are compulsory;

(ii) For M.Phil. candidates, Examiners may wish to examine a candidate’s knowledge further, through an oral examination;

(iii) For M.Phil. and Ph.D. theses, Examiners may recommend the award of such degrees with “High Commendation”;

(iv) For M.Phil. theses of exceptional standard and potential for further work, Examiners may recommend the transfer of the candidate’s registration to the Ph.D degree.

