
Remarks for the Presentation of Bursaries 2009 Ceremony 
 
Date: Thursday 29th January 2009 
 
Venue: Daaga Auditorium  5 pm 
 
Greetings 

• Mr. Ronald Harford, Chair The UWI Development and Endowment Fund 
• Members of the UWI Development and Endowment Fund 
• Recipients of Bursaries and their parents 

 
 
Remarks 
 
The UWI Development and Endowment Fund will this evening present 160 bursaries to 
students from the varied faculties of the UWI St. Augustine Campus1. These bursaries 
add up to a total of TT $800, 000. This fund has successfully come to the aid of our 
students for the past 16 years (1992-2007). 
 
Special thanks to all those who have made this fund a success. For those of you who do 
not know, funds are generated through; 
 

i. The Annual UWI Campus Principal Carnival Fete, held this year on Sunday 
January 18th. This fete has been held for the past 15 years and has awarded 
over 500 bursaries to deserving students.  

ii. The UWI Golf Challenge which was launched in 2005 on Republic Day, and 
held for a second time in 2006. It increased the number of annual bursaries- 
made 64 bursaries possible in 2006/07 

iii. The fund also receives contributions from the private sector and professional 
bodies (some of whom participate in the special events).2 

iv. Her Royal Highness Princess Anne, The Princess Royal, is a Patron of the 
Fund”3. 

 
History of Fund 
 

4To date the Fund has awarded $TT 6, 315, 000 in bursaries .  “The Trinidad and Tobago 
Fund was launched in April 1989 with its primary objective being the establishment of a 
Development and Endowment Fund which will enable the University to provide:  
 

                                                 
1 In 2006/07 164 bursaries were awarded, 100 were awarded in 2004 each worth $5,000  
2 Sponsors at golf challenge included- National Petroleum, Plipdeco, Powergen/Rooks Oilfield, Southern 
Sales/SWMCOL, Neal and Massy Group, Albiosco/Caribbean Heartcare, Eteck/PAESL, Asperia/Cairi, 
Canadian Superior/SIS, Jaspal Bhogal/Jai Balkissoon 
3 http://sta.uwi.edu/DEF/stafund/home.asp 
4 STA Annual Report 06/06 p. 40-41 http://sta.uwi.edu/resources/documents/UWI_Annual_Report_06-
07.pdf 
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• Scholarships at the undergrad and post-graduate level to promote academic 
excellence, to alleviate the hardship of deserving students and to facilitate 
students interchange between the campuses of the University 

• Funding of research in selected areas 
• Endowment of Chairs and Lectureship in key disciplines 
• Funding of capital projects 

 
Following the devastation of Jamaica and the UWI Mona campus by hurricane Gilbert in 
1988, a small team of businessmen formed the Jamaica Appeal Committee to raise funds 
to repair buildings. After that aim was met, then Vice Chancellor Sir Allister Mc Intyre 
asked the group to reform themselves into the UWI Development and Endowment Fund, 
chaired by the Hon. Dennis Lalor. The fund would find that it was needed due to the 
impact of structural adjustment programmes on the allocation to tertiary education in the 
region. The fund started in 1992 at the St. Augustine Campus with 15 bursaries.  
 
It’s Mission Statement 
 
“The University of the West Indies Development & Endowment Fund is committed to 
support the advancement of the UWI, as the Caribbean’s leading intellectual centre of 
teaching and research. Acting as a “bridge” between the University and the wider 
community, the fund will provide monetary and other support for the University’s 
programmes to facilitate the unlocking of West Indian potential an ensuring continued 
growth and development within the region”.5 
 
To you recipients I say congratulations on qualifying for these bursaries as not all 
applicants were successful.  But there is an old saying – To whom much is given much is 
required.   So I want to encourage you to consider this today and in your continuing years 
at the UWI.  Think about the ways in which you can give back to the society in other 
ways now and in the future when you have graduated and to consider the ways in which 
you to can give back to this society. We tend to see academic achievement as a 
contribution towards improving one’s individual career path, however I encourage you to 
think today about the ways in which your academic success and the knowledge and 
experience you have gained would be used to improve the society in which we live.   All 
around us we see evidence of challenges facing our society in areas in which you are 
being trained – health issues; legal and judicial matters; children’s concerns; social 
issues; issues of culture and media and communication; education;  
 
You have been identified tonight as deserving of this award. I hope that your further 
contribution to this society and region would have vindicated this confidence that has 
been placed in you.  My final wish for you is that you remember the fund in the future 
and make a contribution to aid future deserving students.  
 
Thank you and every success in your future academic development. 
 

 
5 http://sta.uwi.edu/DEF/stafund/history.asap 


