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The Artists: Christo and Jean-Claude  

Have been creating “environmental art” for over 

40 years   

 



1970 - 1972: Valley Curtain, Rifle, Colo. 

142,000 square feet of orange nylon fabric was 

tied to the mountains along Highway 325 



“The Gates” NYC 2-12 to 2-28, 2005 
1979 - 2005 

                                                                                                                                                                   



Art, Nature, and Community 

Christo goes through a public process that 

always involves meeting with gov’t officials, 

art supporters, and the public 

 Christo says, “YOU, all, are part of this artistic 

installation” – you are part of the art project 

No cost to the locality – Funded through 

artist’s sketches & conceptual art sold to 

collectors 

 Environmental impacts are always 

mitigated, the art materials recycled 



Concepts of Civic Tourism: 

Rethink the economics: - What do we want 

to sustain, and for whom? 

Connect to the Public – A society to match 

our scenery & pride in sense of place 

 Invest in the Story – Revealing the genius 

of a place 

 

How can this be applied to Christo’s next 
project? 



1992 – 2014: Over the River, Colorado 

 

http://century22.typepad.com/.shared/image.html?/photos/uncategorized/2007/04/26/stychristoandjeannecalude_2.jpg


1992 – 2014: Over the River, Colorado 

 

http://www.christojeanneclaude.net/sharedMedia/OverTheRiver/OTR-63W.jpg
http://www.christojeanneclaude.net/sharedMedia/OverTheRiver/L-Ref-015.jpg


 

 



 

 





Recent Economic Testimony: 

 Addressed these themes: 

 The value of public art on the Arkansas Valley 

economy 

 Tourism boost during August 2014 project 

viewing 

 Future tourism boost once visitors experience 

the area(?) 
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Connect to the Public 

 For the past 7 years Christo and Jeanne-

Claude have visited the Arkansas Valley to 

discuss their project with the various 

communities affected 

 In summer 2010 BLM public hearings took 

official testimony on 6 alternatives 

 Testimony ran 70% for, 30% against in 

Canon City, and 50/50 in Salida – 

comments are still being taken 

 



Environmental Impact 

Testimony 
Wildlife Impacts 

 Bighorn sheep, elk and deer 

 Birds and their flight patterns 

 Fish 

 Traffic Impacts of crowded roads-emergencies 

Recreation Impacts – rafting, hiking 

Materials would mostly be recycled, but 

anchor spikes left in rock 

 

 



Invest in the Story 

 Testimony at pubic hearings is telling the 

Arkansas Valley story, in a compelling way 

 Various histories of the valley are being 

entered into a public record 
• History of the built environment 

• History of the ecology of the region 

• History of economic and tourism development 

 




