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FEARLESS POLITICS
THE LIFE AND TIMES OF HAZEL BROWN

Friday 27th and Saturday 28th March, 2015
Teaching and Learning Complex, The University of  the West Indies, St. Augustine Campus

Hazel Brown is a well-known figure in Trinidad and Tobago. For decades she has been the 
media’s go-to person on women’s rights, and has been a vocal advocate for consumer rights. 
Through her organisation the Network of NGOs for the Advancement of Women she has 
brought public attention to a number of gender issues, including the representation of women in 
the political process. In 2011 she was honoured with the Medal for the Development of Women 
(Gold) for her dedicated work in advancing women’s rights and issues.

This month, as part of International Women’s Day celebrations, the women’s movement and the 
Institute for Gender and Development Studies (IGDS) at The UWI, St Augustine will jointly host 
a conference to celebrate Hazel Brown’s commitment and contribution. It will be titled Fearless 
Politics: The Life and Times of  Hazel Brown.

“This conference is a fitting opportunity to pay tribute to the life and work of Hazel Brown,” said 
one of  the conference’s organizers, IGDS Research Assistant and PhD candidate Sommer Hunte.

“It will also highlight the importance of activism and grassroots mobilization within the national 
political process. Ms Brown has played a phenomenal role in situating women in the development 
agenda of  Trinidad and Tobago, and it is important that we do not take this for granted.”

The event is planned for March 27-28, and will include an evening plenary and one-day 
conference. The themes of the conference are grouped into four broad categories: women’s health 
and reproductive justice; politics; community and culture; and advocacy. The themes reflect 
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Brown’s involvement in community and national work; for example she was a driving force behind 
the “50-50” and “Put a Woman” campaigns in various national and local government elections, 
and a founder of the Women’s Caucus. Her name is tied to such progressive movements as the 
Housewives Association of T&T (HATT) and the Diego Martin Co-op. She has been an advocate 
for the creation of a National Gender Policy and has also been a supporter of solar power for 
cooking, and was a tireless champion for consumer rights.

Hazel Brown’s diverse interests are apparent in the collection of documents the Network has 
donated to The UWI’s Alma Jordan Library. The documents will form the basis of a Special 
Collection to be housed in the West Indiana section of the library. As part of its ongoing project 
“The Making of Caribbean Feminisms”, the IGDS previously facilitated the development of 
another Special Collection on the life and work of Nesta Patrick, an early activist in the Trinidad 
and Tobago women’s movement.

“The first and second waves of the Women’s Movement in the Caribbean require documentation 
to preserve its history and to bring the movement into historical perspective,” the IGDS says on its 
web site. “This project is founded on the belief that the impulse to further feminist theorising and 
activism needs to be transmitted to a younger generation.”

The Hazel Brown documents will be made available to readers after being catalogued and 
prepared. The IGDS is still seeking materials to form part of the Hazel Brown collection and has 
issued a call to that effect on its web site and on Facebook.

The documents contain handwritten speeches, notes and other writing by Hazel Brown. In an early 
example from the early 1970s Brown writes with eerie prescience, “Our culture is our soul and the 
bread of our lives and we must care [for] it and jealously protect it from those who do not 
understand it and will make only a mockery and a pappyshow of it. I am still at a loss to know how 
so many Trinidadian who born and grow here have no real experience about what mas is. … we 
will lose the real carnival and before we know it all we will have left is silver paper and plastic 
coconuts.”

IGDS lecturer Dr Gabrielle Hosein, who is a conference organiser, said, “There are few Caribbean 
citizens like Hazel Brown. She has spent at least four decades in civic activism, on issues ranging 
from women’s health to community and consumer rights, from sustainable food provision, 
including solar cooking, to women’s political participation and leadership. Her story should remind 
another generation that we don’t have to invent new strategies or search for more contemporary 
issues, particularly in relation to women’s rights. What we have to do is learn from and continue 
her legacy.”

Fearless Politics: The Life and Times of Hazel Brown is planned to take place at the Teaching and 
Learning Complex, UWI, St Augustine.

For more information on the conference and the Hazel Brown Special Collection, 

go to:        http://sta.uwi.edu/conferences/15/fearlesspolitics/index.asp 
or email:   Gabrielle.Hosein@sta.uwi.edu or Sommer.Hunte@sta.uwi.edu
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