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About 
This special issue of Caribbean Review of Gender Studies focuses on visual modes as 
a critical means by which gender is lived, negotiated, organised, and resisted. It is 
particularly invested in constructions of everyday ways of seeing and unseeing. 
Attention to visual culture is not only about what is made visible to us. It also entails 
“the unseen, the unseeable, and the overlooked” (Mitchell 2002, 170). The issue, 
therefore, asks: What is out of sight, and hiding in plain sight in our constructions and 
deconstructions of gender, sex, and sexualities in the Caribbean? What is seen? 
What can’t be seen? What is unseen in our personal experiences and individual, 
interior histories? What is un/seeable in our beliefs about ourselves as woman, man, 
non-binary and transgender folx?  

The title of this issue is borrowed from the book Gender Articulated: Language and 
the Socially Constructed Self (1995), a project of sociolinguistics that explores 
connections between language and feminist theory. Expanding the analytical 
frame and the intersections of language and gender, this issue emphasises visual 
language as key to world-making, to configuring realities in which gender, sex, and 
sexualities are enacted. It centres Caribbean contexts in those realities. Gender 
Articulated: Visual Language and the Un/Seeable Self reflects on Caribbean visuality 
(historical and cultural formulations of vision) and Caribbean visual arts (creative 
expression), where the word “articulated” signals art communicated in its broad 
sense, and the linkages between gender and visual artistic practices; those linkages 
formed under certain conditions: social, cultural, political—connections that are 
“not...absolute and essential for all time” (Hall 1986, 53). 

Gender Articulated: Visual Language and the Un/Seeable Self illuminates gender in 
the Caribbean not only as a constructed phenomenon but as that which appears 
and disappears, coming in and out of view in a tropical game of hide-and-seek. 
Gender is sensory; it is historically, socially and culturally (un)sighted. If “the visual is 
part of the sense experience of the Region which remains insufficiently translated or 
documented” (Mohammed 2009, 370), then this journal issue contributes to the 
effort of interpreting and recording our visual culture, with an awareness that our 
gendered selves are imag(in)ed too. 
(Excerpt from the Editorial) 

Read more: https://sta.uwi.edu/crgs/index.asp

How to cite: Marsha Pearce. 2024. “Gender Articulated: Visual Language and the Un/Seeable 
Self’” Caribbean Review of Gender Studies, Issue 16: 1–350

 

Caribbean Review  
of Gender Studies 
  
Special Issue 16 
Gender 
Articulated:  
Visual Language 
and the  
Un/Seeable Self 

Editor 
Marsha Pearce 
Visual Culture Scholar, 
Independent Curator,  
and Educator. 

Published  
December 2025. 

Cover art 
Courtesy  
Melissa Alcena  
Mango III, 2019. 

http://sta.uwi.edu/crgs/artists.asp
http://sta.uwi.edu/crgs/artists.asp
https://sta.uwi.edu/crgs/index.asp


Contributors 
Kashif Dennis - Multi-disciplinary Artist 

and Black Feminist Scholar, Trinidad 
and Tobago 

Farrah Karapetian - Visual Artist, U.S.A 

M. Florine Démosthène - 
Interdisciplinary Artist and Educator, 

U.S.A and Haiti 
Mazaré Trim - Creative Director, 

Barbados 
Marlon James - Fine Art Photographer 
and Artist, Jamaica and Trinidad and 

Tobago  

Ray Arcadio - Visual Artist, Dominican 
Republic 

Shari Phoenix - Visual Artist, Barbados 
Sasha-Kay Nicole Hinds - Conceptual 

Artist, Photographer, Jamaica 
Tessa Alexander - Artist and Educator 

Trinidad and Tobago 
Cydne Jasmin Coleby - 

Interdisciplinary artist, The Bahamas 
Renluka Maharaj - Visual Artist, 

Trinidad and Tobago 
Coralina Rodriguez Meyer - Visual 

Artist, Mixed Media, U.S.A, Jamaica, 
Colombia 

Chinyere Brown - Decolonial Feminist, 
Researcher and Artist  

Gabby Mahabeer - PhD Candidate, 
Women's, Gender, and Sexuality 

Studies, Emory University  
Shelby Sinclair - Assistant Professor of 
African American & African Studies, 

University of Virginia  
Elyse Veloria - PhD Candidate, 

Cultural Anthropology, Duke University  

Amanda McIntyre - Writer, Artist, and 
Scholar 

Allison Ramsay - Lecturer in Cultural/
Heritage Studies, Department of 

History, University of the West Indies, St. 
Augustine Campus  

Tracy Assing - Writer, editor and 
filmmaker  

Andre Bagoo - Poet 
Bianca Mońa - Artist, Curator, 

Educator, Doctoral student, University 
of the West Indies, Cave Hill 

Shauneé Richards - Writer and Youth 
Advocate  

Carine Schermann - PhD Candidate, 
Francophone and Caribbean Studies, 

Florida State University 
Rosanna Valencia - Visual Artist, Urban 

Planner, Architectural Designer

Contents 
i–iii Contents 
iv–vii Contributors 
viii-xi  Cover - Mango III, 2019 Melissa Alcena 
Editorial  
1–10 Gender Articulated: Visual Language and the 

Un/Seeable Self Marsha Pearce 
Visuals 
11–34  Piecing Together the Un/Seen: Collage as a 

Language of Being  Marsha Pearce, Kashif 
Dennis, Farrah Karapetian, M. Florine 
Démosthène, and Mazaré Trim 

35–58  Veiled Sight: Un/Masking Identities and 
Experiences Marsha Pearce, Marlon James, 
Ray Arcadio, Shari Phoenix and Sasha-Kay 
Nicole Hinds 

59–84     Beyond Glimpses in the Archive: Visual 
Narratives of the Land and Body Marsha 
Pearce, Tessa Alexander, Cydne Jasmin 
Coleby, Renluka Maharaj, and Coralina 
Rodriguez Meyer 

Peer Reviewed Papers 
Gazing, Witnessing 
85–112 Site Seen: Visual Art, Sovereignty, and 

Blackness in the Anglophone Caribbean  
Chinyere Brown 

113–142 “What’s a Girl to do When She’s Needy?” At 
the Intersections of Queer Dancehall, Social 
Media, and Queer Caribbean Visuality  
Gabby Mahabeer 

Writing Gender with Light 
143–182 “From Complete Despair”: Gender and Crisis 

in the International Photographic Archive of 
Haiti  Shelby M Sinclair 

183–210 The Choreography of Celia Cruz en Camera: 
Aesthetics of Gender and Performance 
Through the Lens of Black Visual Studies  Elyse 
Veloria 

Reimagining Self 
211–242 Carnival Madonna: The Contemporary 

Caribbean Baby Doll Masquerade Amanda 
McIntyre 

Gender Dialogues 
243–262 The In/Visible Woman: Gender, Memory and 

Monuments in the Caribbean Allison Ramsay  
263–274 In/Visible Native  Tracy Assing 
275–280 The Archbishop’s Drag and The Equal 

Opportunity Act Andre Bagoo 
281–298 What’s Found in the Foliage? Llanor Alleyne 

and Dominique Hunter in Conversation  
Bianca Mońa 

299–310 Carnival is Woman: The Female Gaze in 
Trinidad Carnival  Shauneé Richards 

313–328 Mafalda Mondestin’s Secret Tropical Garden: 
Looking at the Island from the Dominican 
Republic Carine Schermann 

329–336 Home is a Feeling  Rosanna Valencia 
Contributors 
337–350 Contributors Biographies

 
Caribbean Review  
of Gender Studies 
  
Special Issue 16 
Gender 
Articulated: 
Visual Language 
and the  
Un/Seeable Self 

Editor 
Marsha Pearce 
Visual Culture Scholar, 
Independent Curator,  
and Educator 

Published  
December 2025 

Open access online journal: 
http://sta.uwi.edu/crgs/
index.asp 

Flipbook format 
(Stay tuned for url on the 
CRGS website) 

Academia.edu 
https://
independent.academia.edu
/IGDSStAugustineUnit 

Institute for Gender and 
Development Studies  
59 Gordon Street,  
St. Augustine Campus 
Trinidad and Tobago 
West Indies 
http://sta.uwi.edu/igds/ 

Email: igds@sta.uwi.edu 
Phone: 1-868-662-2002 
Ext 84557 / 84558

https://sta.uwi.edu/crgs/december2025/Marsha-Pearce.asp
http://sta.uwi.edu/crgs/index.asp
https://independent.academia.edu/IGDSStAugustineUnit
http://sta.uwi.edu/igds/
https://sta.uwi.edu/crgs/december2025/Kashif-Dennis.asp
https://sta.uwi.edu/crgs/december2025/Farrah-Karapetian.asp
https://sta.uwi.edu/crgs/december2025/M-Florine-Demosthene.asp
https://sta.uwi.edu/crgs/december2025/Mazare-Trim.asp
https://sta.uwi.edu/crgs/december2025/Marlon-James.asp
https://sta.uwi.edu/crgs/december2025/Ray-Arcadio.asp
https://sta.uwi.edu/crgs/december2025/Shari-Phoenix.asp
https://sta.uwi.edu/crgs/december2025/Sasha-Kay-Nicole.asp
https://sta.uwi.edu/crgs/december2025/Tessa-Alexander.asp
https://sta.uwi.edu/crgs/december2025/Cydne_Coleby.asp
https://sta.uwi.edu/crgs/december2025/Renluka%20Maharaj.asp
https://sta.uwi.edu/crgs/december2025/CoralinaRodriguezMeyer.asp
https://sta.uwi.edu/crgs/december2025/ChinyereBrown.asp
https://sta.uwi.edu/crgs/december2025/Gabby-Mahabeer.asp
https://sta.uwi.edu/crgs/december2025/Shelby-Sinclair.asp
https://sta.uwi.edu/crgs/december2025/Elyse-Veloria.asp
https://sta.uwi.edu/crgs/december2025/Amanda-T-McIntyre.asp
https://sta.uwi.edu/crgs/december2025/Allison-O-Ramsay.asp
https://sta.uwi.edu/crgs/december2025/Tracy-Assing.asp
https://sta.uwi.edu/crgs/december2025/Andre-Bagoo.asp
https://sta.uwi.edu/crgs/december2025/Bianca-Mona.asp
https://sta.uwi.edu/crgs/december2025/Shaunee-Richards.asp
https://sta.uwi.edu/crgs/december2025/Carine-Schermann.asp
https://sta.uwi.edu/crgs/december2025/Rosanna-Valencia.asp
https://sta.uwi.edu/crgs/december2025/Marsha-Pearce.asp
http://sta.uwi.edu/crgs/index.asp
http://sta.uwi.edu/crgs/index.asp
https://independent.academia.edu/IGDSStAugustineUnit
https://independent.academia.edu/IGDSStAugustineUnit
https://independent.academia.edu/IGDSStAugustineUnit
http://sta.uwi.edu/igds/



