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Certificate of Training in

Energy Diplomacy: Foreign
and Security Policy Contexts
in the Caribbean

PROSPECTUS

In-depth Level
Practical and Professional Skills for the Diplomacy Practitioner

I.

Have you completed an academic degree incorporating multidisciplinary formal training in
politics or economics or public/business administration or policy analysis or culture and society,
drawing upon a Caribbean perspective or regional focus?

II.

Are you of the view that, while you have broad exposure to and knowledge of key disciplinary
concepts, theories and debates at an advanced level, as you plan to fast-track a career path
or, for those young professionals already in the job market with some policy experience, drive
greater success and gain an edge in advancing a career in the public, private, or nonprofit
sector (professional contexts wherein diplomacy looms large) you need to be equipped with
relevant practical and professional skills?

III.

Are you looking for high-quality, immersive learning and short-term, hands-on practical training
that won't interrupt your academic studies or career; rather, augment same, recalibrating your
professional profile to cast you as a highly marketable international expert with in-depth,
specialist understanding of international affairs and contemporary diplomatic practice?

like-minded peers, as well as by having direct access to scholarpractitioner facilitators from within and outside of the
Caribbean who are practiced professionals and,
in some instances, faculty and other top-level
If so, then the following Diplomatic Academy of the
experts associated with The University of
Caribbean (DAOC) credential is suited for you:
the West Indies, including its
renowned Institute of
Certificate of Training in
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IV. Are you keen to gain relevant expertise by leveraging a cohort network of

A Snapshot of
The Diplomatic Academy of the Caribbean (DAOC)
The DAOC
The DAOC is the Caribbean's premier
professional development-oriented
diplomatic studies training centre. The
Diplomatic Academy is an integral part of
The University of the West Indies St.
Augustine Campus and the Campus'
renowned Institute of International
Relations (IIR), which was established in
1966 by agreement between the Government of Trinidad and Tobago and the
Government of Switzerland.
Advent, Aims and Mandate

The building plays host to the Academy's Secretariat and includes
classrooms, breakout rooms, and a board room and television studio,
among other amenities.

The Government of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago contributed
funds to a new building for the DAOC, which was officially opened
on 21 August 2015. Located on the St. Augustine Campus of The
UWI, the building adjoins the IIR.

Location and Building

The DAOC is the
Caribbean's
premier
professional
developmentoriented
diplomatic
studies
training centre
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The DAOC was launched on 6 May 2014.
Its realization stems from an exemplary
partnership between The UWI St. Augustine Campus and the government of the
day of the Republic of Trinidad and
Tobago.
A first-of-its-kind, practitioner-focused
centre, the Diplomatic Academy aims to
provide high-quality, immersive learning
and short-term, hands-on practical
training in modern diplomacy education,
as a complement to formal training and
on-the-job training in that area.
Integral to the DAOC's mission is its
commitment to help close human
resources capacity gaps in international
affairs and diplomacy in the Caribbean,
by providing capacity-building and skills
development training in diplomacy to up
and coming diplomats and to aspiring
diplomats from the Region.
This diplomatic learning and training
facility also strengthens the University's
capacities for research/analysis,
knowledge‐sharing, advocacy, and
partnerships and dialogue on the
relationship between diplomacy and the
Caribbean broadly conceived, with the
goal of helping to facilitate policyrelevant awareness-raising on international affairs issues of import (and that
are topical) to the Region.

DA increase between 2005–10 and 2011–16;
East Afri ca and West Africa remain the highest
recipients.

Africa’s debt is rising, but there is no
systemic risk of a debt crisis
By the end of 2017, the gross government debtto-GDP ratio reached 53 percent in Africa, but
with significant heterogeneity across countries.
Of 52 countries with data, 16 countries—among
them Algeria, Botswana, Burkina Faso, and Mali
—have a debt-to-GDP ratio below 40 percent;
while 6 countries—Cabo Verde, Congo, Egypt,
Eritrea, Mozambique, and Sudan—have a debtto-GDP ratio above 100 percent. The traditional

Format, Methodology, Means of Action
The DAOC's professional developmentcentric module-based or customized/tailormade workshop teaching programmes,
which are held over several days either oncampus or off-site, guide participants in
honing their diplomatic capabilities. They
impart the knowledge, essential (especially
soft) skills, insights and networks needed
of 'global thinkers' to fast-track a career
path and drive greater success in the multifocal profession of diplomacy.
The teaching programmes are interactive
and, on an as-needs basis, they draw on a
range of subject and area experts. While
the programmes are situated in an
academic or disciplinary context, the
approach to teaching is analytical. It is
practice- and teamwork-oriented via
techniques such as the use of real-world
case studies, peer mentoring and, on a
case-by-case basis, study visits, among
others. The means of action are four-fold:
(i) innovative and experiential sharing and
learning; (ii) simulations and advanced
training methods; (iii) networking with
superior local, regional and international
expertise; and (iv) outreach beyond the
Caribbean Community (CARICOM).
The DAOC Credential
Certificate of Training/Participation.

The DAOC Advantage™
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About the Certificate of Training in Energy Diplomacy: Foreign
and Security Policy Contexts in the Caribbean
Offered as a four-day module, Energy Diplomacy: Foreign and Security Policy
Contexts in the Caribbean is one of a suite of cutting-edge training programmes,
which span a multi-rung or three-tiered approach to learning at the DAOC:

Foundation
Level — Covers
the "mustknows"

In-depth Level —
Covers
thematicallyoriented
subjects, and
participants are
expected to
possess
intermediate
knowledge of
same as a
prerequisite

Expert Level —
Covers issuespecific topics, by
way of a
masterclass,
hinging on
participants'
advanced
knowledge of
same as a
prerequisite

As an In-depth Level offering, this non-credit module provides a grounding in
practical and professional skills relevant to its titular reference, adding value to
the resume of the diplomacy practitioner.

Module Context
Energy diplomacy pertains to government-related foreign activities that aim to
ensure a country's energy security, while also promoting business and other
public opportunities related to the energy sector. Among the set of foreign policy
tools that can be leveraged to support a country's energy interests during a
global energy transition, diplomacy is one of the most important and can be
either bilateral or multilateral in scope.
In short, energy diplomacy is one element of diplomacy and a subfield of
International Relations. It is closely related to the main theme of foreign policy
—just as it is to national security—specifically, energy security. Energy
diplomacy emerged as a foreign policy tool in the first half of the twentieth
century. The use of that terminology was popularized during the successive
global energy crises, starting in 1973. It has mainly focused on the securitization
of energy supplies, primarily fossil fuels, but also nuclear energy and now
increasingly renewable and sustainable energy, on a country or regional bloc
basis.
Given that it often lies within national borders, global energy governance is
particularly challenging. Moreover, the traditional notion of energy governance
creates a “paradox of sovereignty” whereby countries fail to act collectively even
though globalization of energy markets increasingly diminishes their control over
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their individual energy interests. Although global energy governance is pursued by a variety of
intergovernmental organizations, multilateral institutions, and United Nations entities, the potential for
strong governance remains unrealized due to fragmentation of the actors involved and their genuinely
different interests. Therefore, other means of diplomacy will be more effective in the directed pursuit
of national interests.
Bilateral diplomacy, which involves direct diplomatic engagement between two countries, is both
efficient and flexible because with fewer parties involved, coordination costs are lower and interests
are easier to align. As outlined in the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations, diplomacy between
nations involves the protection of the interests of one country within the borders of another through
information gathering, the promotion of friendly relations and negotiation. The depth of bilateral
diplomatic relations that one country establishes with another can serve a distinct strategic purpose.
Geopolitical challenges that will arise during an energy transition make the establishment of special
bilateral diplomatic relations increasingly important.
Once bilateral diplomatic relations are established, the effectiveness of these relations in supporting a
country's energy interests depends on the power or influence that a country is able to establish with
its counterparts. In this regard, “soft power” is crucial. Soft power is defined as the means by which
one country gets another country to do what it wants via perceived legitimacy, attractiveness of
ideology and culture, and societal norms. Soft power is about affecting behavior without a mandate.
Although countries with sufficient resources may succeed by exercising “hard power” tactics of
coercion and/or payment, most countries lack the physical and/or financial resources to implement a
hard power approach to achieving their foreign energy policy objectives. Only some countries possess
substantial natural, military and/or economic resources to do so; such as China, Russia, and the United
States. But even China pursues soft power in order to achieve its energy interests. Accordingly, the
importance of trust and collaborative partnership in energy relations makes bilateral diplomacy—which
is a key tool of soft power—essential for international relations; particularly during an energy transition.
The global energy system is undergoing a transition from almost complete dependence on fossil fuels
toward a greater reliance on clean and renewable energy sources. Because this low-carbon energy
transition will fundamentally alter the relations between energy producers and consumers, its
geopolitical and security ramifications are now key concerns of global energy leaders.
Considering the increasingly competitive geo-economic and international security environment—
including competition over market share, control of new technologies, and new value and supply
chains—the relationship between national security, energy security, foreign policy, and energy
diplomacy is an important aspect of the global energy architecture and changing power relations. The
energy strategies of major powers are critical in understanding this nexus, but the geopolitical and
energy challenges and opportunities of smaller and developing countries should also be
contextualized against the backdrop of power relations. Thus, the purpose of energy diplomacy is to
safeguard energy security, which is closely tied to overall security and prosperity.
With the foregoing in mind, it is noteworthy that among the foreign policy tools that can be leveraged
to support a country in managing the geopolitical consequences of an energy transition, diplomacy is
one of the most important. The strategic importance of fostering bilateral energy diplomacy with
countries that can provide security of domestic energy supply, markets for the long-term monetization
of hydrocarbon resources, and support for economic diversification cannot be overstated. These
strategic relations have energy at the core but should also extend to joint investment and science and
technology collaboration to have maximum value.
Consistent with the various definitions of “energy transition” the rise of renewable energy will involve
increased electrification and digitalization across all energy sectors, as well as decentralization of ene4 | The DAOC
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other experts, and a scenario exercise through which participants will have the opportunity to
demonstrate knowledge and skills acquired through the module.
Teaching sessions are anchored by interactive lectures, with time for questions and debates. The sess5 | The DAOC
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ions will be structured in such a way as to draw on examples from the countries and contexts that
participants are familiar with, as well as key cases from within and outside the wider region. In the
case of some sessions, experts and officials will be on hand to offer perspectives.

Learning Outcomes
At the conclusion of the module, participants are expected to be able to explain: fundamental
concepts of world energy issues; outline the major energy flows around the world; analyze the
behaviour of major energy players; describe multilateral relations between, inter alia, the US,
Russia, China, Africa, the Middle East, the European Union, Venezuela, as well as international
organizations like OPEC and the IEA; describe the future of the world energy image; and make
sense of those dynamics from a Caribbean vantage point.

Certificate of Training
In recognition of the successful completion of this module, participants are conferred with a much
sought-after Certificate of Training. To obtain the Certificate, participants must meet all training
requirements. (Admission guidelines are set out at Pg. 1: I & II.)

Enrolment and Tuition

Facilitator: Professor Anthony T. Bryan, PhD
Expert Energy Consultant
Specializing in energy diplomacy, energy security, and energy geopolitics
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With regard to this module, open enrolment applies. Tuition fees, which include module
materials, are structured to accomodate sponsored & unsponsored participants.
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