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Abstract: The coconut industry forms an important sector of the economy of the countries under the Caribbean Free Trade 
Association (CARIFTA). Owing to a critical labour shortage in the Caribbean coconut industry, certain operations in the 
copra production process need to be mechanised to improve productivity. One such operation is the removal of the husks, 
(dehusking), for which at present no fully mechanised machinery exists. Various mechanisms for performing this operation 
have been investigated and the most promising tested in a laboratory prototype. These tests have proved the design concept 
and supplied the data for development of a commercial prototype. 
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