EDITORIAL
IMPLICATIONS OF THE TECHNOLOGICAL REVOLUTION FOR THE CARIBBEAN .

The countries of the Commonwealth Caribbean, like the rest of the world, are at the cross-roads in their social and
economic development. Prospects here are not bright, for in the face of a seemingly endless struggle to provide jobs for
populations which are growing too quickly while demand for traditional products steadily diminishes, they are now
assailed by a technological revolution which, in the short term, will most certainly exacerbate age-old problems. What
choices does the Region have?

In this connection, it is interesting to reflect on the theme of a recent address in which Nobel Laureate Sir Arthur
Lewis, responding to the rhetorical question “What is going to become of these islands?” stated: ‘““The first ingredient
(of success) is to have a high level of capital formation, keeping well ahead of population growth. With this alsa should
be constant upgrading of technology so that the islands can maintain their competitive positions in the world.”

Few will dispute this prescription for economic survival since it is merely a re-assertion of what has for a long time
been self evident.

Maintaining a competitive position through technological excellence has many implications for the Caribbean peo-
ple especially for the engineering profession which must assume the mantle of leadership in meeting this cQaHenge. The

At the tertiary level of education — the University and technical schools — the technological revolution brings to
focus the dangers of educating engineers and technicians without due concern for the sociological effects of their work.
Up to the present time the absence of suitable courses designed to promote responsible social attitudes, has been a
notable deficiency of degree and diploma curricula. Now that the university is assured of expanding facilities its major

ing eries out for urgent redress.

The University must also concentrate on its role as a centre of excellence in research since it is only here that leader-
ship in this sphere of activity can be provided through innovation and adaption, using the new tools of technology.
Given the lack of tradition for the support of research in the Caribbean, the University must seek to convince its bene-

factors of the importance of research by concentrating on projects which have immediate and spectacular benefits to
the society.

The technological revolution will have another interesting effect, one which derives from man’s perception of the
workings of the human mind, in the light of the growing computer culture and the development of machines with arti-
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