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Small Island Development States (SIDS) find
themselves disproportionately affected by
the adverse effects of climate change. As the
threat of Climate change looms over the
Caribbean and other SIDS, a need for these
regions to create resilient societies that
embody the principles of the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) is needed. There
is high demand for a taught postgraduate
program in environmental resilience and
sustainability that provides students with
skills needed to integrate the natural and
built environment and the social dimensions
of environment and sustainability.

A MSc degree is the first step in equipping practitioners in the field where skills gaps
have been identified. This online MSc in Environmental Resilience and Sustainability is
the first of its kind in the region offered by the UWI and aligns itself to the UWI, Global
Institute for Climate Smart and Resilient Development (GICSRD). This unique MSc is
catered to postgraduate students at a range of career stages and needs.

Programme Goal

The MSc in Environmental Resilience and Sustainability aims to equip students with
essential skills to address climate change challenges and foster sustainable systems in
Small Island Developing States (SIDS). It provides advanced training in geographical,
socio-economic, and environmental issues, focusing on real-world applications through
internships or research projects. It emphasizes fieldwork, spatial analysis, and
sustainability, aligning with UWI's Strategic Plan to prepare graduates for critical
thinking, effective communication, and self-motivated learning.
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DELIVERY MODE: Blended (online and
face-to-face)

PROPOSED DATE: January 2025 OR
September 2025

COST:
- PG Certificate TTD $10,000; USD $1,500
. PG Diploma TTD $20,000; USD $3,000
-« MSc  TTD $30,000; USD $4,500

@ TOTAL CREDITS:
. 36 credits for the MSc
. 24 credits for the Diploma

. 12 credits for the Certificate
. 4 credits for stand-alone course certificates

DURATION OF PROGRAMME:
. MSc three semesters
. Diploma-two semesters
. Certificate- two semesters
. Stand-alone courses one semester
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Postgraduate in Certificate Environmental
Resilience and Sustainability

¥

Postgraduate in Diploma Environmental
Resilience and Sustainability

¥

MSc Environmental Resilience and
Sustainability
(3 Pathways)

This Postgraduate programme is designed with a flexible laddering structure that
allows students to progress from the Postgraduate Certificate to the
Postgraduate Diploma, and subsequently to the Master of Science (MSc) degree.
This structure also provides exit points at each stage for students who are

unable to complete the higher-level award.
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Internship pathway:
Geared towards recent graduates looking to gain
work experience.

by
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Research paper pathway:
Geared towards working professionals.

Research project pathway:
Geared towards persons wanting to focus
on a research career.
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Eligible applicants for the MSc, Diploma and Certificate

may pOSSess:

« A bachelor's degree from a recognized University
OR

« A combination of maturity, training and professional experience acceptable
to the Faculty

OR
« An applicant not considered suitable for direct admission may be advised to

select specific undergraduate geography courses in order to get sufficient
background knowledge to apply for the postgraduate diploma.

Specially Admitted Students:

(a) Persons sponsored by the Governments or other employers to read
certain courses, not for credit towards a university qualification, under a
special arrangement.

(b) Any individual who wishes to pursue and develop a particular area of
intellectual interest.

(c) Graduates of The University of the West Indies or other approved
universities who wish to pursue a particular course or courses.

Applications for special admission must be made on the appropriate
forms. Such applicants should normally possess an undergraduate
degree. Those students who do not satisfy the requirements for entry to
the University should provide satisfactory evidence of their previous
studies. They may be required to sit for a special entrance examination.
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urse Breakdown

The postgraduate certificate will consist of
a total of three (3) core courses (12 credits)
and no electives.

The postgraduate diploma will consist of a
total of six (6) core courses (24 credits) and
no electives.

Each MSc pathway will consist of a total of
seven (7) core courses. The internship and
research paper MSc pathways will require two
(2) elective courses.



















Course Listing For The
Postgraduate MSc:

The completion of the Postgraduate MSc via 3 pathways:




Course Listing For
Electives




MSc FAQS

General Programme Information

1. How long does the programme take to complete?

Full-time Part-time
- MSc three semesters (one year) - MSc six semesters (two years)
- Diploma two semesters - Diploma  four semesters
. Certificate  two semesters - Certificate  four semesters
- Stand- alone courses one . Stand- alone courses one
semester semester

2. Is the programme offered full-time, part-time, or both?

« This programme is offered for both full-time and part-time
students.

3. When does the programme start, and what are the application
deadlines?

« Two options: Jan 2026 start or Sept 2026
Deadline for January intake is November 30, 2025.
Deadline for September intake is July 30, 2026.

4. Where is the programme offered (on campus, online, or
hybrid)?

« All courses in this programme are either hybrid (60% online) or
fully online.
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MSc FAQS

Admission Requirements

5. What are the entry requirements for admission?

« A bachelor's degree in geography, environmental sciences,
environmental studies, natural sciences, engineering, agricultural
sciences, or related degree or an appropriate social science or
humanities discipline from a recognized University with at least
lower second-class honours or equivalent or a minimum GPA of
2.5

OR

« At least 5 years professional experience in an equivalent
discipline e.g. environmental management, environmental
consulting, sustainable development, disaster risk management,
policy development, climate change.

6. What qualifies someone as a ©mature entry - candidate?

« A mature entry applicant is someone without the standard
academic qualifications but who possesses significant relevant
professional experience. Typically, this includes at least five
years of experience in a related field such as environmental
management, sustainability, or advocacy.
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MSc FAQS

Admission Requirements

7. Does volunteer work count toward professional experience
for mature entry?

. Demonstrated volunteer experience in relevant areas may be
considered as part of your professional experience for mature
entry eligibility. Applicants should provide evidence of their role
and contributions.

8. Is the Internship option open to mature entry students?

« Yes, mature entry students who meet the programme's
progression and performance requirements are eligible to pursue
the Internship option.

9. Can | apply if my undergraduate degree is not in the same
field?

« In such cases where an applicant may not be considered suitable
for direct admission, the applicant may be advised to select
specific undergraduate geography courses in order to get
sufficient background knowledge to apply for the MSc. This will
be assessed on a case-by-case basis.
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MSc FAQS

Admission Requirements

10. What documents are required for my application?

. Please find details on the documents required for postgraduate

11.

12.

applications at this link:
https://sta.uwi.edu/admissions/postgrad/documents-required

Is work experience required or recommended?

Work experience is required for mature entry candidates who do
not hold the standard academic qualifications. These applicants
should have at least five years of relevant professional or
volunteer experience in fields such as environmental
management, sustainability, or community development. For
regular applicants, professional experience is not mandatory.

Are there any English language or other proficiency

requirements?

« Yes. If English is not your first language, you are required to

have a Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) score of
500 or greater or International English Testing (IELTS) with the
overall score of at least 7 with scores of at least 6.5 in reading
and listening and scores of at least 7 in writing and speaking.
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MSc FAQS

Tuition, Fees, and Funding

13. What is the tuition cost for local and international students?

« PG Certificate TTD $10,000; USD $1,500
« PG Diploma TTD $20,000; USD $3,000
« MSc TTD $30,000; USD $4,500

14. Is the programme GATE-funded?

« No. GATE does not fund postgraduate programmes. Students
must therefore make their own financial arrangements or seek
other funding opportunities.

15. Are payment plans available for tuition fees?

- Yes. The UWI offers a postgraduate payment plan, allowing
tuition fees to be paid in three monthly installments. The first
installment is due shortly after the semester begins. Students
must select the payment plan option during the registration
process.
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MSc FAQS

Tuition, Fees, and Funding

16. Are payment plans available for part-time students as well?

- Yes. Both full-time and part-time students enrolled in the
programme may apply for the payment plan during registration.

17. Are there scholarships, grants, or assistantships available?
« Yes. Current details on postgraduate scholarships and bursaries
can be found at this address:
https://sta.uwi.edu/research/postgraduate-scholarships-bursaries
18. Is there a payment plan or financial aid option?
. Yes, UWI offers postgraduate payment plans that involve three
monthly installments for tuition fees, with the first installment due

shortly after the start of the semester. To apply, you must select
the payment plan option during the registration process.
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MSc FAQS

Curriculum and Learning Experience

19. What are the pathways available in this postgraduate
programme?

. Students can pursue the programme through three levels: the
Certificate, Diploma, or Master's level. At the Master's level,
students can choose between the Internship, Research Paper or
Research Project pathways, depending on their career goals and
Interests.

20. How many electives must | take, and how are they weighted?

« Students following the Internship and Research Paper pathways
are required to select two electives. Of the available four electives,
two carry 3 credits and two carry 4 credits. Students are expected
to meet the minimum total number of courses required for their
chosen pathway, regardless of the elective weighting selected.

21. Is there training in stakeholder engagement and science
communication?

. Yes, the programme includes training in stakeholder engagement,
recognizing its importance in environmental and sustainability
contexts. Additionally, science communication components are
central to the programme.
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MSc FAQS

Curriculum and Learning Experience

22. Is there a lot of fieldwork or laboratory work in the
programme?

« The level of field or lab work varies by pathway. The Internship
pathway includes practical, applied learning experiences, while the
Research Project pathway emphasizes data collection and
analysis, which may involve field or lab components depending on
the research topic. Certificate and Diploma levels have more
coursework-based assessments.

23. How long is the Internship, and what does it involve?

« The Internship requires a full-time placement of 40 hours per week
for 12 weeks, allowing students to gain meaningful professional
experience in a relevant organization or project.

24. What happens if | start the Internship pathway but get full-time
employment before the Internship begins?

« Students who are unable to complete the Internship due to
employment changes may be permitted to switch to another
pathway, depending on timing, supervision availability, and
approval from the Programme Coordinator.
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MSc FAQS

Curriculum and Learning Experience

25. Will most of the coursework be group-based or individual?

« The programme includes a mix of group and individual
assignments to foster collaboration as well as independent
research and critical thinking.

26. What are the main courses or areas of study covered in the
programme?

- Key areas include: stakeholder engagement, sustainable and
resilient planning, climate change impacts and adaptation,
integrated water and coastal management, GIS and remote
sensing, and global environmental governance. It also emphasizes
practical skills in research methods, project management,
monitoring and evaluation, and includes applied components like
iInternships and research projects.

27. How is the programme assessed (exams, projects, thesis,
coursework)?

« 13 of 14 courses are assessed by 100% coursework. There is a
greater focus on projects, design and critical thinking and
developing essential soft skills such as communication, teamwork
and time management.

28. What career paths can graduates pursue?

Graduates can pursue careers in environmental management, policy,
climate resilience, natural resource management, sustainability
consulting, and community development. The skills gained also allow
for roles in NGOs, government agencies, and research institutions.
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MSc FAQS

Career and Professional Development

29. Does the programme offer internships and opportunities for
networking with industry professionals?

« Yes, internships are incorporated in the specific internship pathway.
Students in the Research Project and Research Paper pathways
will be introduced to industry professionals relevant to the area of
Interest.

30. What skills will I gain from completing this programme?

. Students will gain a range of interdisciplinary skills including
stakeholder engagement and field methods, sustainable planning
and climate adaptation strategies, GIS and remote sensing
analysis, integrated water and coastal management, and policy
analysis for environmental governance. Additionally, development
of strong data analysis, project management, and monitoring and
evaluation skills, equipping them for sustainability initiatives in
SIDS.

31. Who can | contact for more information about the programme?

« If you have any other questions, feel free to contact the Department
directly at geography@sta.uwi.edu.
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GEOG 6010
STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT AND
PARTICIPATORY FIELD METHODS
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By the end of the course, students will be able to:

Apply participatory stakeholder tools in a natural
v resource ma nagement setting.

Utilise social network analysis software that
v map stakeholder engagement.

Demonstrate effective written and oral
&/ communication techniques when completing
reports and presentations.

Important Information
- Credits: 4

. Semester: 1

« Delivery Mode: Blended
« Pre-requisites: None



Course Description

GEOG 6011
INTEGRATED WATER AND COASTAL
MANAGEMENT
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By the end of the course, students will be able to:

Discuss the connectivity among land-based
&/ activities, water and coastal resources and socio-
economic systems.

Apply appropriate frameworks that lead to the
v development of ideas and innovation.

Create innovative technigues and strategies to
water and coastal management and protection.

Important Information
« Credits: 4

. Semester: 1

- Delivery Mode: Blended
« Pre-requisites: None



GEOG 6012
SUSTAINABLE AND RESILIENT
PLANNING

By the end of the course, students will be able to:

Summarize the economic, planning and social
&’ implications of demographic transformation on
urbanization.

ar

v Apply methods, tools and processes to identify
urban vulnerabilities.

Apply expertise in social equity and inclusive
planning

Important Information
- Credits: 4

. Semester: 2

- Delivery Mode: Blended
« Pre-requisites: None
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GEOG 6013
APPLIED GIS AND REMOTE SENSING
FOR ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE
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By the end of the course, students will be able to:

Demonstrate the acquisition, processing and
v analysis of Earth information through the
comp letion of hands-on exercises.

Create GIS data through a variety of methods 0 l,[ :
v including those offered by global positioning
system(GPS) technologies and remote sensing
technologies.

Manage spatial (location) data, attribute
(description of features) data and base maps.

Important Information
- Credits: 4

. Semester: 2

« Delivery Mode: Blended
« Pre-requisites: None



Course Description

GEOG 6014

CLIMATE CHANGE: IMPACTS,

ADAPTATION AND RESILIENCE
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By the end of the course, students will be able to:

Summarize the science of climate change through
v debates, the interpretation of climate data trends
and climate predictions.

Outline the impacts of climate change and
& local circumstances which influence
vulnerability and risk.

Debate the effectiveness of adaptation and
mitigation strategies at local, regional and
international stages.

Important Information
« Credits: 4

« Semester: 2

- Delivery Mode: Blended
- Pre-requisites: None
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Course Description

GEOG 6015
INTERNSHIP
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By the end of the course, students will be able to:

Describe the host organizationfs policies and their
¥ link to environmental resilience and sustainability
locally, regionally and globally.

Map how the host institution collaborates with
&/ stakeholders in environmental resilience and
sustainability.

Demonstrate proficiency in completing assigned
technical tasks to expected standards within set
timelines.

Important Information
Credits: 6

Semester: 3

Delivery Mode: Face to Face
Pre-requisites: None



GEOG 6016
RESEARCH PAPER (Environmental
Resilience and Sustainability)

By the end of the course, students will be able to:

Apply advanced environmental concepts to solve
v complex problems and design sustainable
solutions.

Gain practical skillsin managing a research
project, including its preparation, reporting,
and the critical evaluation of scientific data.

Develop strong written and oral communication
skills for summarizing and presenting topics
related to environmental processes, resilience,
and sustainability.

Important Information
« Credits: 6

« Semester: 2 & 3

» Delivery Mode: Online

» Pre-requisites: None
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