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Give them their eyes: A situational analysis of children with visual impairment in Jamaica – an 

ecological study of inclusion and access 

 

Abstract 

 

Though there continues to be emerging data on Persons with Disabilities (PWDs) and the various 

types of disabilities throughout the world, very limited research has been done on persons who are 

visually impaired in Jamaica. Further, no significant research has been undertaken in Jamaica on 

children who are visually impaired to ascertain their current circumstances, needs and risks. Thus, 

there is an urgent need to analyse this situation. My ontological and epistemological assumptions are 

founded in the lived experiences of children with visual impairment and by extension their 

families/caregivers. By taking an ecological perspective grounded in anti-discriminatory principles, I 

am interested in the interactions between the visually impaired child and his/her family and the 

Jamaican environment, as well as between the different systems – home and school, social services 

and education, community and family, and political imperatives and social policies and services. Anti-

discriminatory social work asks critical questions about equity and justice for persons with ‘protected 

characteristics’ in society i.e. who are at risk of unfair treatment on the basis of age, gender, religion, 

ethnicity, social class and disability. Its key principles are central in my ontological stance, so that I 

am seeking to uncover the reality of inclusion and access, or lack thereof, for children with visual 

impairment and their families. Multiple sources of knowledge will be necessary to build a holistic 

understanding of the ecology of ‘growing up blind’ in Jamaica. 
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Through his eyes: A Phenomenological Study of Single Fathers in Trinidad and Tobago 

Abstract 

The majority of single-parent households are female headed and most research has been focused on 

this group (Johnson, 2016; Foley, 2014). However, single fathers are a growing population, however, 

limited insight is given into their lived experiences. This qualitative study uses a phenomenological 

approach of ten (10) single fathers to answer the overarching research question “What are the 

experiences of single fathers in Trinidad?’ Through the lens of the Self-Determination Theory, this 

research provides an understanding of single father’s perception of autonomy, competency and 

relatedness whilst exploring the varying roles fathers adopt, challenges encountered in their daily 

lives, success stories and the nature and value of social support.  Insight is also given into the needs of 

single fathers and participants share recommendations and put forward advice to other single fathers. 

The current research appears to be the first of its kind in the Anglophone Caribbean, specifically, 

Trinidad and Tobago.  

Keywords: single fatherhood, parenting roles, social support, self-determination theory, 

autonomy, competence, relatedness 
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