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 Pustam, A., Jayaraman, J., Ramsubhag, A. (2023) Comparative genomics
and virulome analysis reveal unique features associated with clinical strains of
Klebsiella pneumoniae and Klebsiella quasipneumoniae from Trinidad, West
Indies. PLoS One 10, 18:e0283583. doi: 10.1371/journal.pone.0283583

See below for the latest publications, conference participations, awards 
and other achievements in the period July - September 2023.  

What’s new?

1/8

Aarti Pustam, PhD Microbiology

On her way out of DLS, currently under examination 
for the award of a PhD

 CETL Certified in August 2023 
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 Delivered a talk during the Planthealth
2023 in August.

.
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Omar Ali, PhD Microbiology

On his way out of DLS, currently under examination 
for the award of a PhD

 Completed a REDD+ (Reducing
Emissions from Deforestation and
Forest Degradation) fundamentals
course in September 2023.



Congratulations
Renoir Auguste, PhD Environmental Biology Candidate

Luedtke, J.A., Chanson, J., Neam, K. et al. https://doi.org/10.1038/s41586-023-06578-4

co-authored a paper in Nature
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Caleb Lewis, PhD Biochemistry
27 September 2023

DLS PhD Oral examination 
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 Neeta Oudit, MPhil Biotechnology

 Aydrian Baksh, MPhil Biochemistry

 Shilini Rambharack, MPhil Plant Science
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Welcome to our new MPhil students
Sem I 2023/24 Academic year



Congratulations
Sarah’s work is featured as a journal cover

Caption:
Sweet potato is the sixth most important food crop
worldwide. It is vital to understand the mechanism
of storage organ formation in this crop, to help
improve yields. Auxin is a plant phytohormone that
is crucial for tuber initiation in sweet potato. Auxin
exerts its effects via its polar transport by auxin
transporters. Therefore, it is important to
understand the roles of auxin transporters during
tuber formation. In this issue, Mathura et al.
performed a genome-wide identification of the PIN,
PILS, Aux/LAX, and ABCB auxin transporters in
the sweet potato genome, and analyzed their
expression during tuberization and in different
plant parts at various stages of development. The
image shows (top) sweet potato leaves; (lower left)
sweet potato flowers; and (lower right)
a developing sweet potato.
Photo credits: Sarah R. Mathura
Cover design: Sarah R. Mathura
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Congratulations
Omar Ali, PhD Microbiology Candidate

National Youth Award 
(Agriculture) 

September 2023
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Special Mention - Congratulations
Former DLS Student

National Youth Award 
Individual Open 10 to 35 years

Category: STEM 
September 2023
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Farrah Mathura, MPhil Biochemistry

receives

https://www.mydns.gov.tt/media/releases/youth-ministry-honours-youth-excellence-at-2023-awards/


