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Leptodactylus fuscus (Whistling Frog) 
 

Family: Leptodactylidae (Neotropical Frogs) 

Order: Anura (Frogs and Toads) 

Class: Amphibia (Amphibians) 

 

Fig. 1. Whistling frog, Leptodactylus fuscus. 

[http://www.iucnredlist.org/details/57129/0, downloaded 20 October 2016] 

 

TRAITS. Variable size but generally adult males can be up to around 46mm in length and females 

can be as large as 48mm (Sugai, 2012).  Males have dark grey or black throats contrasted with the 

white throats of females. They have golden brown eyes and separated digits on hands and feet, i.e. 

not webbed. Bodies are brown and spotted, with six visible folds along the body behind the head 

(Fig. 1). There may be a stripe in the middle of the back, and the back of the thigh may be spotted 

and have a dark line (STRI, 2016).  

 

DISTRIBUTION. One of the most prevalent frogs in Trinidad and Tobago, they are extensively 

distributed over the range of Central and South America (Fig. 2) (Reynolds, 2004).  

 

HABITAT AND ECOLOGY. Found in a wide variety of environments in tropical and sub-

tropical regions; both on land and in water. Land habitats include urban gardens, low-lying 

grasslands, savannahs, shrublands and forests which can be either moist or dry. Aquatic habitats 

include swamps, freshwater lakes, ponds or pools, canals, ditches and any area that is able to be 
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flooded. Although they tend to be abundant in disturbed areas, they are a very versatile species 

which can thrive in almost any habitat. No specific information is provided about the diet of 

Leptodactylus fuscus, however they generally feed on whatever small invertebrates are available 

in the environment. The size of the predator is also related to the size of the prey. That is, the larger 

the frog, the larger the prey being fed on (Sugai, 2012). 

 

REPRODUCTION. Breeding occurs during the rainy season in wet environments such as ponds 

or pools. Females lay eggs in hidden underground foam nests (Figs 3 and 4) in masses of about 

100 large eggs, hidden in covered holes in river banks and around pools. Eggs take a few days to 

hatch. Larvae remain in the nest from days to weeks until water is sufficient to flood the nest and 

let the tadpoles free. Without rain, tadpoles remain in the nest, making a foam to prevent drying 

out and to protect themselves against predators. The foam made by the tadpoles is of a different 

makeup relative to foam produced by adults. If the water body dries out, tadpoles move to wet soil 

underneath rocks (Downie, 1984). 

 

BEHAVIOUR.  As the name “whistling frog” suggests, male frogs make brief, high pitched, flute-

like noises using vocal sacs which extend externally and laterally from their heads. The calls are 

made all through the night, when they are most active, and constantly throughout the wet season. 

Male frogs normally dig and make nests as a means of inviting females, safeguard their nests and 

produce sperm while females are mainly responsible for producing the eggs. 

 

APPLIED BIOLOGY. According to the IUCN, this species is not under threat as it is abundant 

and able to modify its habits to suit the environment (Reynolds, 2004). Leptodactylus fuscus has 

an important function in stabilizing the number of invertebrate prey (Sugai, 2012).   

REFERENCES 

Downie, J R. (1984)., How Leptodactylus fuscus Tadpoles make Foam, and Why. Copeia 1984: 778 

Reynolds, R. (2004). The IUCN Redlist of Threatened Species: Leptodactylus fuscus, downloaded 25 October 2016. 

STRI. (2016). Amphibians in Panama: Leptodactylus fuscus. Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute. 

http://biogeodb.stri.si.edu/amphibians/en/species/139/, downloaded 25  October 2016.  

Sugai, J. L. (2012). Diet of Leptodactylus fuscus (Amphibia: Anura: Leptodactylidae) in the Pantanal of Miranda 

river, Brazil. Biota Neotropica; 12: 100. 

 

Author: Angelina Questelles 

Posted online: 2016 

 
 

 

 
 

http://biogeodb.stri.si.edu/amphibians/en/species/139/


UWI The Online Guide to the Animals of Trinidad and Tobago  Diversity 

 

Fig. 2. Distribution map for Leptodactylus fuscus. 

[http://biogeodb.stri.si.edu/amphibians/en/species/139/  downloaded 27 October 2016] 
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Fig. 3. Foam nest of whistling frog. 

 [http://www.morley-read.com/frogs_on_line/trinfrogs%20old.html downloaded 27 October 2016] 

 

 

Fig. 4. Isolated foam nest with eggs. 

  [http://www.gla.ac.uk/researchinstitutes/bahcm/staff/rogerdownie/rogerdownie downloaded 27 October 2016] 
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