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Patagioenas fasciata (Band-tailed Pigeon) 

Family: Columbidae (Pigeons and Doves) 

Order: Columbiformes (Pigeons, Doves and Dodos) 

Class: Aves (Birds) 

Fig. 1.  Band-tailed pigeon, Patagioenas fasciata. 

[http://www.wildlifenorthamerica.com/Bird/Band-tailed-Pigeon/Patagioenas/fasciata.html, downloaded 15 February 2017] 

 

TRAITS. The band-tailed pigeon is a heavily built bird 30-40cm in length. Both males and females 

weigh up to 340g (Hammon, 2001). The adult male is dark grey, has a distinct long, fanlike tail 

with a broad black band. The grey is darker on the wings, with a mauve tint on the breast and a 

white collar at the nape of the neck, above a shimmery green layer on the lower neck (Fig. 1) 

(Restall et al., 2006). The eyes are black, surrounded by red eye-ring, and the bill, legs and feet are 

yellow. Females are like males, but duller and less iridescent, and the tail is virtually unbanded 

(Hammon, 2001). 

DISTRIBUTION. Band-tailed pigeons are widely distributed in distinct regions of the Americas 

(Fig. 2). In the summer breeding season they inhabit dry mountain forest of four states in the 

southwestern United States, and wet forested areas of the Pacific Coast region (Keppie and Braun, 

2000a). They are also year-round residents of Central America and parts of South America, 

http://www.wildlifenorthamerica.com/Bird/Band-tailed-Pigeon/Patagioenas/fasciata.html
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extending to the south of Argentina (Hammon, 2001). It is locally common but decreasing in 

Colombia and Venezuela, and is now a rare visitor to Trinidad (with no records in Tobago). 

HABITAT AND ACTIVITY. Band-tailed pigeons are found in forest habitats. They are diurnal 

in activity, and typically travel long distances as most of their time is spent in flight, with seasonal 

altitudinal movements. This is the only Patagioenas species found in highlands. Band-tailed 

pigeons are canopy species that perch, feed and nest in seed-bearing trees such as oaks and pines 

(Hammon, 2001). They gather in fruiting trees and on exposed branches (Restall et al., 2006). 

They travel in flocks of dozens, creating a loud wing-clapping sound overhead. 

FOOD AND FEEDING. The band-tailed pigeon is an omnivore whose diet changes through the 

year. When in season, acorns are a major part of their diet in North America. They are typically 

attracted to grain fields and fruit orchards at lower elevations from their nesting areas (Keppie and 

Braun, 2000b), and hang upside down to pick the acorns, fruits or buds.  These pigeons are also 

known to feed on local crops such as oats, berries, cherries and wheat. They also visit backyard 

birdfeeders to eat seeds. Both male and female parents produce a secretion from the lining of the 

oesophagus called ‘crop milk’ to feed the squab (nestling). During summer, they visit water bodies 

and natural springs to maintain sodium intake (Keppie and Braun, 2000b). 

REPRODUCTION. The band-tailed pigeon has a long breeding season, starting from March and 

lasting through spring. The adults are monogamous. During courtship females mimic a food-

begging posture, like that of nestlings, as their male companion brings food to the nesting area. 

They are solitary nesters and normally nest in conifers inside closed-canopy forests. Females build 

a saucer-like, loose nest, mainly of intertwined twigs or pine needles, lined with moss or breast 

feathers (Fig. 3).  They have a clutch of 1 or 2 eggs. In rare cases band-tailed pigeons will have 

two or three nest cycles per year. Both parents incubate the egg, for approximately 16-22 days, 

and brood the squab (Keppie and Braun, 2000a). Average time to hatching is 19 days, and nestlings 

fledge a month after hatching (Hammon, 2001). Eggs range in colour from light yellow to white 

(Fig. 3). 

BEHAVIOUR. Band-tailed pigeons are extremely mobile, they fly on average 5km per day, in 

flocks of dozens or hundreds (Keppie and Braun, 2000b). This flight behaviour aids in protecting 

them against predators such as prairie falcons or hawks. The brooding parents hiss, bristle their 

feathers or strike at nest predators such as the raven. Their beaks are used to remove ticks and fleas 

from each other (Hammon, 2001). They are less vocal than other Patagioenas species, giving a 

low-pitched ‘cuh-hoo’ sound repeated 6-10 times (Restall et al., 2006). Like other pigeons, they 

are capable of drinking water without raising the head (Keppie and Braun, 2000a). 

APPLIED ECOLOGY. A significant decline in population was observed in early 1990s due to 

extensive hunting of the bird by sportsmen and farmers (Hammon, 2001).  
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Fig. 2. The range of the band-tailed pigeon, Patagioenas fasciata. 

[https://studentblogs.viu.ca/birdblog/, downloaded 26 February 2017] 

https://studentblogs.viu.ca/birdblog/
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Fig. 3. Band-tailed pigeon’s nest and egg. 

[http://www.wingsinflight.com/bigbendmay06.html, downloaded 4 March 2017] 
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