
International Day of Women in Science – February 11th 

Why celebrate women in science? 

Women are still underrepresented in academic medicine and the life sciences according to the published findings of a team from the 

University of Mannheim in Germany, Yale University and Harvard Medical School. The percentage of women is reduced in the 

progression of academic careers, including promotion to full professorship (BMJ 2019; 367 doi: https://doi.org/10.1136/bmj.l6573). 

30% of researchers worldwide are female. Based on UNESCO data (2014-2016), only 30 per cent of all female students select STEM-

related fields in higher education and globally, female students’ enrolment is particularly low in natural science, mathematics and 

statistics (5 per cent) (https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000253479). In spite of these challenges, there are women who 

strive and excel in academia. 

 

Profile for Dr. Sephra Rampersad (Senior Lecturer in Biochemistry) 

 

Publications 

Over 40 publications in peer-reviewed, international journals  

Awards and Honours 

10 Awards for academic excellence  

International Training 

• University of Cambridge, The Bioinformatics Training Facility of the School of Biological Sciences, Downing 

Street, Cambridge, UK. Using the Ensembl Genome Browser. 

• Wellcome Genome Campus at Hinxton, Cambridge, UK. Fungal Pathogen Genomics. 

• The Muséum National d'Histoire Naturelle (MNHN), Paris, France. Integrative Taxonomy and Taxonomic 

Expertise in the Framework of the DNA-Barcoding Initiative. 

• University of Oxford, Wellington Square, Oxford OX1 2JD, United Kingdom. (i) Immunology: A Pathway 

through the Maze, (ii) Quality Assurance in the Laboratory.  

• The University of the West Indies in conjunction with the JCVI Genome Center. UWI, St. Augustine Campus, 

Trinidad and Tobago. Genomics and Bioinformatics. 

• The University of the West Indies in conjunction with the JCVI Genome Center for Infectious Disease (GCID). 

UWI, St. Augustine Campus, Trinidad and Tobago. Advanced Genomics, Metagenomics and Proteomics. 

 

Main Subject of Research Interest 

The tree of life, through molecular phylogenetic analyses, indicate that fungi and 

animals are more closely related to one another than either is to plants. Fungi 

can be both beneficial and detrimental to food security and to the environment. 

Research Interests 

• Application of molecular ecology tools for studying population 

genetics, phylogeny and genetic diversity of fungi. 

• Development of molecular methods for detection and identification 

of fungi (pathogen profiling). 

• Genome-wide-assisted sequencing for detection of metabolic 

pathways of commercial value in fungi. 
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