
  

Sue Ann Barratt is a PhD student 
in Interdisciplinary Gender Studies 
at IGDS at The University of the 
West Indies, St. Augustine Campus.  
Her study focuses on the relevance 
of perceptions of gender identity to 
interpersonal communication 
c o n ! i c t .  H e r p r e v i o u s 
undergraduate and post-graduate 
education is in communication 
s t u d i e s – m a s s m e d i a a n d 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n a n d h u m a n 
communication. She has lectured 
(on a part-time basis) at The UWI 
since 2004, "rst at the Mona 
Campus (where she studied 
communication at CARIMAC) and 
then at the St. Augustine Campus. 
She teaches both communication 
and gender studies. She focuses on 
t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n 
communication/language, gender 
and sex, as well as debates on the 
intersectionality of gender, sex and 
sexuality.  
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This presentation is an extract from Ms. Barratts PhD thesis which investigates 
the relevance of perceptions of gender identity to episodes of interpersonal 
communication con!ict. Findings of this study suggest that perceptions of 
gender identity are multiple and contradictory and that they are relevant to 
episodes of interpersonal communication con!ict though this relevance is not 
one of cause and effect.  Rather, respondents see these perceptions as most 
often acting as a trigger of a con!ict episode or aggression during an episode, or 
as an aggravator, which intensi"es the con!ict episode. This conclusion is 
grounded in a post structuralist feminist analysis of narratives and explanations, 
shared during focus groups and in-depth interviews, by a selection of 18-25 year 
old students at The University of the West Indies, St. Augustine Campus.  
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