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ABSTRACT 
 

 
This paper lays out a proposal for the conduct of a study that will focus on; identifying the NTBs that 

Guyanese exporters face when exporting food and agricultural products to markets outside and within the 

CARICOM Single Market and Economy (CSME); quantifying the direct and indirect costs NTBs impose on 

exporting and; assessing their impact on export supply. The research is driven by both theoretical gaps and 

policy issues including limited focus on research work on developing Caribbean economies and the lack of a 

harmonized regional regime for technical regulations within the Caribbean Community that can result in costs 

of complying with regulations being unnecessarily high. Due to the absence of readily available and reliable 

data and the need for policy relevant research conclusions, the research proposes a survey-based design with 

results to be quantitatively assessed using multivariate regression analysis and exploratory and confirmatory 

factor analysis and structural equation modelling.  
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