
Dr. Mala Jokhan has a doctorate 
in Social Policy from the Sir Arthur 
Lewis Institute of Social and 
Economic Studies (SALISES) , 
University of the West Indies (UWI), 
S t . August ine, Tr in idad and 
Tobago. Her research interests 
include children of Caribbean 
migrants , Car ibbean fami ly 
(chi ldhood experiences and 
caregiving), immigrant youth 
( i d e n t i t y a n d a d a p t a t i o n ) , 
parental migration and the care 
drain, transnational migration and 
t h e r o l e o f s o c i a l m e d i a , 
reunification, human trafficking, 
a n t i - t r a f f i c k i n g p o l i c y 
development and interventions, 
social policy development and 
reform in the Caribbean. Dr. 
Jokhan completed her B.S. in 
Sociology and Management 
Studies at UWI, St. Augustine, 
before working as a research 
assistant for a Wellcome Trust (UK) 
project on issues relating to the 
Caribbean family and migration 
across three Caribbean islands -
Trinidad and Tobago, Jamaica 
and Barbados. Later on, she 
earned her MPhil/PhD degree in 
Social Policy while serving as a 
teaching assistant for sociology 
courses (Industrial Sociology and 
T h i r d W o r l d i n G l o b a l 
D e v e l o p m e n t ) a t t h e 
undergraduate level. Dr. Jokhan is 
currently  an adjunct instructor in 
the B.S. Sociology programme, 
UWI, Open Campus, St. Augustine. 
She also serves on the Executive 
Council of the Caribbean Studies 
Association (CSA) in the position 
of CSA Secretariat (based at 
SALISES, UWI, St. Augustine). 

You are invited to the IGDS, St. Augustine Unit Lunchtime Seminar

"I will never do it,
I will break the spell":

Breaking the Barrel-children Cycle 
with 

Dr. Mala Jokhan

Wednesday, November 23rd 2016
12 Noon

IGDS Seminar Room
The UWI, St. Augustine Campus

Globalization has brought about interesting shifts where socio-cultural, 
political, and economic landscapes get exposed to volatile and 
inevitable change. At the heart of these global dynamics is the 
movement of persons which has led some to focus on the micro-level 
effects of migration to family life. One such effect is parent-child 
separation as a consequence of parental migration which is a global 
childhood experience.

In Trinidad and Tobago, children awaiting their parents, who have 
migrated abroad with the hope of improving their living standards, are 
usually referred to as, barrel children. This phenomenological study 
explores the lived experiences of this childhood experience through 
conversing with Trinidadians who have been separated from their 
parents during childhood. From these discussions, parental migration 
as a livelihood strategy seems to be central to the barrel-child 
experience. By deconstructing the phenomenon through an analysis 
of recorded conversations, the aim is to describe key issues which 
emerge within the context of breaking the cycle. These issues include 
the role of the media and public policy, socio-cultural mores, gender 
roles and responsibilities. 

Join and share: https://www.facebook.com/events/1718713275118647/

Please feel free to bring your lunch. 

For more information contact IGDS: Tel: 662 2002 Ext 83573/83577 | Email: igds@sta.uwi.edu
Website  |  Facebook  |  Directions  |  Flickr  |   You Tube
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