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This paper uses data, primarily from the household roster of the 2006 Jamaica 
Survey of Living Conditions, to identify the extent to which female and male 
headships are reported in household with different structures. Factors 
explored include the head’s union status and whether others are present 
including: parents, a partner, other adults, grandchildren or children (with or 
without their biological parents). Here, children are considered in two ways: 
first, in terms of their relationship to the head and second, based on their 
being below  the majority age of 18. We also considers the degree to which 
males and females reside in households which are single sex or mixed in terms 
of the adult and or total membership and in terms of the sex of the reported 
head. While it  is well known that a small majority of households report a male 
head, we show that the minority of Jamaicans live in households reporting a 
male head (which have a smaller average size); and that for children the 
minority is reduced. There is evidence of considerable sex  segregation and 
wide variations in the types of households which predominantly report male 
and as against female headships.
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