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Abstract
Apocynaceae is one of the ten largest plant families, with about
366 genera and 3700 species distributed throughout the tropics,
subtropics, and temperate regions. Since the reamalgamation of
Apocynaceae and Asclepiadaceae by Endress & Bruyns (2000),
two subsequent updates with several changes and improvements
to the original classification have been made (2007, 2014).
However, intertribal relationships and composition of several
tribes and subtribes are still uncertain.

Endress & Bruyns (2000) proposed five subfamilies
(Rauvolfioideae, Apocynoideae, Periplocoideae, Secamonoideae,
and Asclepiadaceae), of which Apocynoideae and Rauvolfioideae
remain paraphyletic. Our current projects include molecular
phylogeny focusing on these groups based on sequence data
from the internal transcribed spacer (ITS) from the nuclear
ribosomal DNA (nrDNA) and three plastid DNA (cpDNA) regions
(trnL intron and trnL-trnF intergenic spacer, rpl16 intron, matK
and 3′ / 5′ trnK intron).

The First volume of the Flora of Trinidad and Tobago was
published 100 years ago, and the last in 1990. These treatments
are outdated. We are working on collecting data and
photographs to start a new Flora of Trinidad and Tobago,
including photos of all the possible species. Additional projects
include cultivation in the greenhouse of exciting or showy plants
for scientific and educational purposes and a database of
Medicinal plants.
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almost all of Central and South America. He is a world-renowned
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Apocynaceae, Araliaceae, and Bromeliaceae in the neotropics.


