POLITICS

INO W

Jamaica is most well-known for its popular culture, crime and violence.
Government, the state, is viewed as a malign force. In Politics in an Island State
noted anthropologist Diane Austin-Broos brings an alternative view of Jamaica,
its culture and governance. This history of Jamaica, and more pointedly, the
history of politics in Jamaica, is brilliantly told through the biography of Wills O.
Isaacs. Never the leader of his party — the People’s National Party — Wills was
active in politics from the 1930s and was nonetheless a prominent and notorious
figure.

R SY, T Informative and entertaining, this biography of a “second-tier” political leader
WlllS 0 IdeC.S’ dep.arts from the .usual hgroic sty!e and addresses the .cha.llenges of a ﬂec?lgling
social democracy in the mid-twentieth century. Decolonization and the decline of
sugar, the Great Depression and two world wars frame the challenges of the time.
Flanked by rural-to-urban migration, unemployment and industrialization,
Jamaica’s struggles into the twenty-first century and the conduct of government
— the successes, failures and foibles — are presented and viewed through a more
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