FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQ)
Revised GPA Requirement for First Class Honours 
(Undergraduate Programmes)

1. What exactly is the GPA adjustment and why is it being introduced?
The University has approved a revision to the minimum weighted Grade Point Average (GPA) required for the award of First Class Honours in undergraduate programmes. Effective 1 August 2026, the required GPA for First Class Honours will increase from 3.60 to 3.70 for new undergraduate entrants commencing studies in the 2026/2027 academic year and thereafter. This change was approved by the Board for Undergraduate Studies and is intended to align the First Class Band with the A- grade point (3.7) and with international benchmarks.

2. Am I eligible?
Your eligibility depends on when you first entered your undergraduate programme.
· Students entering undergraduate programmes in the 2026/2027 academic year and after will be subject to the revised First Class Honours GPA requirement of 3.70.
· Students who entered their programme before the 2026/2027 academic year will continue to be assessed under the GPA requirements that were in effect at the time of their entry.
Students who entered their programme before the 2026/2027 academic year will continue to be assessed under the GPA requirements that were in effect at the time of their entry, including the First Class Honours threshold of 3.60, up to and including the 2031/2032 academic year.

3. Will this adjustment affect students who are currently enrolled or only those enrolling for the September 2026 intake?
The revised GPA requirement applies to students entering undergraduate programmes in the 2026/2027 academic year and thereafter. Students who registered before this period are not affected by the change and will continue under the existing First Class Honours GPA requirement of 3.60. This arrangement will remain in place for up to five years, through the 2031/2032 academic year, and will continue under the existing First Class Honours GPA requirement of 3.60, based on the regulations in force at the date of their entry, through the 2031/2032 academic year.


4. How will my GPA be calculated under the revised requirement?
The approved change relates to the minimum GPA required for the award of First Class Honours. Detailed information on GPA calculation methods remains governed by the University's academic regulations and programme requirements. In general, GPA is calculated by averaging the grade points associated with your course grades, weighted by credit hours (total grade points divided by total credit hours). The revision does not, in itself, change this calculation method unless otherwise advised by the University.

5. Which courses, grades or academic periods will be included?
The revised requirement uses the same courses and academic periods that already count toward your cumulative GPA and degree classification. All courses that are part of your programme and normally included in GPA calculations will continue to be counted; the change is to the First Class threshold, not to which courses are included.

6. Will the adjustment be applied automatically?
Yes, students who fall within the applicable entry cohorts will be assessed automatically  according to the GPA requirement that applies to their cohort;  no separate application is required.

7. When will the new GPA requirement appear on my academic record?
Your GPA will continue to appear on your transcript as it does now after each semester or academic year. The new requirement is applied at the point of graduation, when your final GPA is mapped to a degree classification based on the threshold that applies to your cohort (3.60 or 3.70).

8. Could this affect my academic standing, degree classification or eligibility to graduate?
The revised requirement affects eligibility for the award of First Class Honours for students entering their programmes in the 2026/2027 academic year and after. It does not change the GPA thresholds for Second Class Honours (Upper or Lower) or Pass, nor the basic credit and progression requirements for graduation.

9. Will this affect scholarships, honours, financial aid or postgraduate applications?
Many scholarships, financial aid schemes and postgraduate programmes consider both GPA and degree classification. Aligning the First Class threshold with 3.70 is intended to strengthen the credibility and comparability of UWI’s First Class Honours award. Specific scholarship or funding criteria will continue to be set by the University and individual donor agencies, so students should consult those schemes directly for details.

10. What should I do if I believe information relating to my GPA or honours classification is incorrect?
Students who have concerns regarding their academic records, GPA calculations, or honours classification should contact the appropriate Faculty Office or the Campus Registrar's Office for review and guidance, including verification of your grades, credit totals and the GPA requirements that applies to your cohort.

11. Who can I contact for further information?
For further information, please contact:
Campus Registrar's Office
The University of the West Indies, St. Augustine Campus
Students may also contact their respective Faculty Office or Academic Advisor for programme-specific guidance.
