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The question is asked. Is there a connection between art and diplomacy? This is not a run-of-the-mill
question, since the two areas are eons apart, therefore a straight “yes” or “no” just might not cut it.

But Foreign Affairs Minister Winston Dookeran thought quite differently about the combination and pointed out
that ministry officials hosted an art competition attracting participation from students of the country’s secondary
schools, which eventually landed several local students into the United Nations in New York as interns.

Under  the  auspices  of  the  Foreign  Affairs  Ministry,  Dookeran  and  several  of  his  senior  ministry  officials
re-negotiated an arrangement with the United Nations to send five Trinidad and Tobago students to the New York
Headquarters of the UN.

Dookeran said these kinds of initiatives support “our diplomacy of engagement on the home front. We are now
focusing on the young diplomats by giving opportunities in the United Nations”. The minister said it was first time
this had happened and he hoped to make the project a continuing process.

Minister  Dookeran  admitted  that  the  UN  had  provided  a  lot  of  support  for  the  programme,  because  the
government had to find the money for transportation and funds to keep them while they were there. He praised
the several local corporate sponsors which assisted in making the project a reality.

Dookeran said, “It is in this context we had this particular competition on art, to see diplomacy from the artist’s
point of view and from the young people’s desire to look at Caribbean diplomacy with their own eyes. Some of
these paintings have been extremely well received. In fact, last year they were sent to the United Nations where
there was an entire presentation that was made at the UN with the expressions of art of the young people from
Trinidad and Tobago, which was seen globally.”

He saw this programme as having made Trinidad and Tobago a country that is “very constructive, very creative
and very much willing to play a new role in world diplomacy”.

Dookeran added that while it is now at a lower level, if affects us at the higher level.

“Trinidad and Tobago has gained prestige internationally and that prestige is now being used in order to foster
more interest locally and we hope to do more of that as we bring the people into the diplomatic world,”  added
Minister Dookeran.

Another  project  which  Minister  Dookeran  sees  as  playing  an  integral  role  in  the  country’s  new  diplomacy
initiatives is “Digital Diplomacy”.

He disclosed the University of the West Indies (UWI) was now working along with the ministry to develop training
programmes in what is being called the “Diplomatic Academy”. The programmes are expected to get moving soon
and will not only attract current diplomats, but also those young people who are interested in a diplomatic career.
“With this formal diplomatic training, we are setting the stage for a new inclusiveness with respect to diplomacy,”
said Dookeran.

The minister said, “Diplomacy is now really something that young people are seeing as a professional career.
The formal training in this Diplomatic Academy is not only rhetoric, not only protocol, but is based on drilling down
for national development.” Dookeran said there were also plans to open up this training to the Caribbean Region
to allow their young diplomats and those interested in a diplomatic career.

Dookeran explained the ministry was pursuing these diplomatic initiatives in the interest of the Caribbean Region,
in the interest of Latin America and wherever appropriate in the interest of countries beyond our borders, and be
viewed as another element of Caribbean Convergence.

“Diplomacy  is  in  a  new  phase.  In  the  final  analysis  we  will  see  the  real,  tangible  results  of  it  by  having
opportunities come to us that would not have normally come to us without the exercise of the new diplomacy of
engagement and the changing face of diplomacy. This diplomacy of engagement with the local, regional and
global communities is widening and deepening the opportunity space for Trinidad and Tobago,”  said Minister
Dookeran.
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