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FEATURE ARTICLE 
 

Norman Girvan: an intellectual regionalist 
 
If he’s not hosting a lecture at IIR or inaugurating a distinguished lecture in honour of Nobel Laureate Sir Arthur Lewis, 
he’s taking on the task of advocating for a revision of the Cariforum-European Commission Economic Partnership 
Agreement (EPA): who else but Professor Norman Girvan! 
 
Prof. Girvan is currently a Professorial Research Fellow at the Institute of International Relations at the UWI in St. 
Augustine, Trinidad and Tobago and has served as Secretary General of the Association of Caribbean States, 
Professor of Development Studies and Director of the Sir Arthur Lewis Institute of Social and Economic Studies at the 
University of the West Indies, and head of the National Planning Agency of Jamaica. He received his Bachelor's 
degree in Economics from the University College of the West Indies and his PhD in Economics from the London 
School of Economics. He has published extensively on the political economy of development in the Caribbean and the 
Global South. He is the recipient of several honours and awards and has been described as a Caribbean intellectual, a 
leading academic and Jamaican economist. 
 

In his autobiographical essay, One thing led to another, he speaks about the 
influences that made him what he is passionate about today. “My field is the political 
economy of development. My work has been mainly concerned with the harmful 
effects of certain metropolitan institutions on the development of the Caribbean and 
other areas of the Global South, leading to strategies for independent development 
and self-empowerment. Within this broad approach, I have addressed issues and 
case studies in foreign investment and multinational corporations, dependency, 
technology, the IMF, debt, social development, Caribbean integration and the 
relationship between power and development knowledge. I realise that this is a 
somewhat wide range of subjects, but one thing always led to another, and the 
connecting thread is there.” 
 
If you Google his name, a current human resource practice, the results are attached to 
the ever vocal debate on the impact of the EPAs on trade in the Caribbean region. His 
voice is resoundingly clear on the issue, taking on heads of states, and 
representatives of countries and/or international organizations, he cautions that when 
the regional governments sign the EPA agreement in its current for, it will have far-
reaching implications on the course of the region's relations not only with Europe but 
with all other trading partners as they may become a blueprint for future trade 
negotiations. 

Prof. Norman Girvan 

 
SALISES recently concluded its ninth annual conference held in honour of Prof. Norman Girvan, titled ‘Reinventing the 
Political Economy Tradition of the Caribbean’. It took his work and that of his generation of intellectual thinkers as a 
point of departure for rethinking the political economy of the Caribbean. In noting that he is one of a small group of 
academics who continue an intellectual engagement with the current international paradigm, the conference dealt with 
many of the research areas in which Prof. Girvan has contributed to the academic wealth of the University of the West 
Indies. One poignant sentence in his essay is that he entered Mona as a Jamaican nationalist and left as a Caribbean 
regionalist. Not surprisingly therefore, is from then to now, he continues to have an impact on the region in a holistic 
way. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
IIRToday is available online, write to iir.today@sta.uwi.edu to add your name to the mailing list! 
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IIR Staff Renewed at Retreat 
by Gale TC Rigobert 

 
The Institute of International Relations held its first ever Staff Retreat from 
15-17 February 2008, at Ortinola, Maracas, St. Joseph, Trinidad & Tobago. 
An event of this kind, it was felt, was long overdue. Throughout the life of the 
Institute of International Relations, the world has witnessed what are 
arguably some cataclysmic changes - from the fall of the Berlin Wall, 
marking the end of Cold War and ushering in what was dubbed a New World 
Order (NWO); to more recent events such as the terrorist attacks in the USA 
on 11th September 2001, which have given rise to a new-new world 
(dis)order! Other developments include the erosion of preferential trade 
arrangements, globalization and the information and communications 
technological (ICT) revolution.  The Great House at Ortinola Estate  

 
Obviously, the IIR must respond to these and other developments that give character and dimension to the curriculum 
and the research being undertaken.  Moreover, the University of the West Indies (the parent institution) itself, this year, 
celebrates its 60th anniversary. Recently, UWI has engaged in its own critical introspection, out of which was born 
(among other things) the University Strategic Plan 2007-2011.  The UWI no longer enjoys the monopolistic hold that it 
once had as the provider of tertiary education in the region. The plethora of private schools in many of the Campus and 
non-Campus territories means that potential students have other options open to them. Additionally, the prevalence of 
online learning means that students are no longer confined to the tertiary offerings in their national/regional markets but 
can access international universities as well.  
 

 
The IIR is also affected by a rather curious development, where it is likely to 
lose three (3) of its senior academic staff to retirement within the next two (2) 
academic years. The Department of Behavioural Sciences has recently 
introduced a BSc in International Relations. The Mona Campus now offers a 
MSc in International Relations, which means that the IIR is no longer the sole 
provider of postgraduate training in International Relations. The 
establishment of the Sir Shridath Ramphal Centre for International Trade 
Law Policy and Services, based at Cave Hill, raises similar concerns. These 
developments have obvious implications for the IIR. Of necessity, therefore, 
the IIR seeks to embark upon its own exercise of introspection. 
 

Even at recess, staff had a lot to discuss 
The raison d’être of the Retreat was to initiate dialogue among the various 
stakeholders and to engage in critical introspection. Academic and non-

academic staff, students, alumni and retired IIR staff shared frank views on the issues at hand. Regrettably, the IIR 
was unable to secure the participation of employers of IIR alumni from the Public and Private sectors. However, the 
alumni in their critical assessment of the IR programs were able, in part, to provide 
some very useful feedback on the intellectual and practical gaps in the IR curriculum. 
Moreover, the Retreat endeavoured to highlight the challenges facing the IIR and to 
devise an adequate and timely response to these developments.  
 
The IIR was fortunate to have secured the participation of key resource persons from 
the St. Augustine Campus who led the discussions in critical areas: these included 
Dean Hamid Ghany, PVC Bhoendradatt Tewarie, Professor Pat Mohammed, Ms. Dawn 
Marie De-Four and Mr. Fazal Karim. Dr. P. K Watson, Director of SALISES St. 
Augustine, served as facilitator and did a sterling job.  
 
This was a timely undertaking, not least because the IIR has never before engaged in 
this kind of activity, but also because of the juncture at which both the IIR and the UWI 
now find themselves. This is an opportune time, therefore, for the IIR to take a critical 
look at itself and to (re)-define its role within an increasingly complex and competitive 
global market.   

Prof. Watson accepts thanks from 
Dr Rigobert 
  

 

 - 

The retreat outcomes assures that as the IIR moves into the next phase of its existence, the hope is that it will regain 
its stature as the premier IR Institute in the Caribbean and certainly the leading Institute, which offers a unique and 
critical perspective on Caribbean International Relations.  
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IIR Outreach 
 

Rising China and the Caribbean region             
                        Map of China     

The Institute of International Relations (IIR) and the Faculty of Social Sciences ushered in the 
Chinese New Year by jointly hosting a lecture fittingly entitled “In the Shadow of Great Power-
Emerging Power Rivalry: Rising China and the Caribbean Region”, presented by Dr. Gregory Chin 
of York University in Toronto. Dr. Chin is a lecturer of Global Politics and Asian Political Economy at 
York University in addition to being a Senior Fellow at the Centre for International Governance 
Innovation and holding a research fellowship at Peking University in China. The lecture took place 
in the IIR's Board Room on 8 February. Opening remarks were delivered by Professor Timothy 
Shaw, Director of the Institute of International Relations. 
 
Dr. Chin provided an in-depth examination of how China was trying to find its way in a global world 
which was dominated by the United States, focusing on relations between China and the Caribbean region. By 
declassifying the Caribbean from the more widely accepted link with Latin America, Dr. Chin was able to isolate the 
islands and territories of the region and illustrate how many of the issues including China's “Charm Offensive” through 
economic assistance, trade, development and education can impact on the region. He said that in the late 1980's and 
early 1990's the Caribbean was not paid much attention by China, however this changed from the mid 90's when 
China's energy thrust intensified. Additionally, he said that the increasing interest of new Chinese firms in global 
investment and trading opportunities also served as an impetus for foreign relations with the Caribbean region.  
 
According to Dr. Chin, China's foreign-assistance policy ensured win-win economic exchange and cooperation with 
other developing economies. This goal he said would be achieved through consultation; empathy for developing 
country concerns; debt forgiveness; and other means of aid, loans and incentives to Chinese corporations for 
investment in the Caribbean. The implications for the Caribbean according to Dr. Chin included broadened and 
deepened technical exchange and cooperation in the areas of agriculture, fisheries and tourism. He highlighted some 
of the challenges to cooperation which included perceptions that China was an unfair competitor; practiced dumping of 
manufactured goods; and utilised unfair labour practices. [http://sta.uwi.edu/uwiToday/2008/February/] 
 
 
 

News Briefs 
 
 

               UWI declared Monday, 7 Jan 2008 ‘UWI Day’, signaling the start of a year of celebrations in commemoration      
               of the sixtieth Anniversary. Celebratory events will take place across the English-speaking Caribbean & the 
               Caribbean Diaspora in the US, Canada and the United Kingdom throughout 2008. More at www.uwi.edu/60. 
 

Professor Timothy Shaw co-hosted two research and policy workshops; one with the Centre for International 
Governance Innovation (CIGI) on the Diplomacy of Small States (Authors workshop) and the other with the Coalition 
for UNESCO on the Convention on Cultural Diversity. 
 

Andrew Cooper, Associate Director and Distinguished Fellow of CIGI, presented three books to the IIR Library while 
one copy of “Small States in Global Affairs: The Foreign Policies of the Caribbean Community” was donated by 
Jacqueline Braveboy-Wagner, Professor of Political Science and International Relations, City University of New York. 
 

During the first quarter of 2008, the IIR welcomed discussions chaired or delivered by Tim Shaw, Solange Cross-Mike, 
Mark Kirton, Gale Rigobert, Paul Sutton, Keith Franklin, Neil Pierre, Tony Payne and Rhonda Maingot on various 
issues of international importance. 
 

The Director, Prof Tim Shaw, coordinated the International Relations Sub-group of the first ever Faculty of Social 
Sciences Cross-Campus Conference held on the 28th and 29th February and the 1st March. Curriculum developments 
and academic offerings were subsequently discussed with colleagues from Mona and Cave Hill. Dean Ghany 
congratulated the efforts of the conference, widely hailing that new opportunities for harmonized development of 
academic programmes across the campuses of the University would be met through this collaborative venture.  
 

IIR was the site of specialised training for close to 200 secondary school students; participants in the Rotary Club of 
Central Port of Spain organised Model United Nations Assembly. Training, facilitated by Tamara Brathwaite, focussed 
on parliamentary procedures, the UN and public speaking. Invited guests included representatives from UNIC, ILO, 
EMA and the Canadian High Commission. 
 

IIR had two entrants in the Faculty of Social Sciences Annual Calypso competition. Dr Mark Kirton, sang a humorous 
ditty on his experiences as a Guyanese lecturer at UWI, St Augustine campus entitled From GT to UWI. While Tamara 
Brathwaite, under the sobriquet of Miss Hot Cocoa Tea, sang In Front and placed third. 
 

 - 

Congratulations to Dr Kirton who was recently honoured by the University of Guyana for his years of service! 
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IIR relates to Costa Rica and Panama 
 

A study tours’ objective is to transport you from a theoretical experience into a practical understanding, and IIR study tours do 
just that! The recently concluded visit to Costa Rica and Panama took 38 post-graduate Diploma, Masters and PhD students 
on a Central American odyssey. Feedback from both participants and hosts mirror a positive experience.  
 
Through kind support from various offices of the University of the West Indies, private sponsors, international organizations 
and efforts of the staff and students of the IIR, a delegation of 41 persons visited Central America. Twelve official visits in two 
countries over five days meant that the tour was not for the faint hearted!       
      
 
COSTA RICAN CONNECTIONS 
On Sunday, an eco- tour through the San Jose quickly identified why ‘Pura Vida’ is commonly remarked among the ‘ticos’. 
The mountainous vistas, flora and fauna, and easy living did justice to the phrase. During our tour, we noted the pineapple 
fields and remarked on the banana plantations that bank the Sarapiqui River. Our guide indicated that though Dole and 
Chiquita provided jobs for locals, farming practices compromise Costa Rica’s biodiversity. We ended the day with a cocktail 
reception at the home of the Wife and Director General of IICA, who we met the next day in an official capacity. 

 
On Monday, our first stop was a visit to the Universidad Veritas where we were warmly received by 
the Director of International Programs (IP) – Mrs. Alejandra Barahona-Castro. We briefly toured the 
campus, which is largely a combined product of research and design by the students and staff of 
the University, we were shown the film theatre, the School of Architecture Building, and the 
specialized photography library – the largest of its kind in Central America. For such a small school, 
we were impressed by the obvious student diversity and the display of scholarship that has led to 
innovations in design and technology. Before we left, Mrs. Barahona-Castro expressed an 
eagerness to partner with IIR in offering students an optional five-week summer intensive 
programme in Spanish at Universidad Veritas. 
 
Our next stop was to the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation in Agriculture (IICA) – a 
specialized agency of critical importance not just for CARICOM but for the hemisphere. We were 
warmly welcomed by Ms. Pamela Stroude, the Coordinator of the Office of the Director General 
and Mr. Michel Chartier, Coordinator of Diplomatic Relations and Protocol and were immediately 

ushered into the United States Room. We were indeed honoured by the presence of the Director General of IICA, Dr 
Chelston W.D. Brathwaite and the entire cabinet.  

Letitia Bobb presents 
a token to the 

Director IP 

 
In his address, Dr Brathwaite provided a comprehensive history of the 
Organisation (which was founded more than 65 years ago and before 
the UN), as well as the objectives and goals of the agency. The Agency 
which has evolved in three phases over the past 65 years with nine 
Directors from different member states within the hemisphere. At a time 
when many countries are moving away from traditional agriculture to 
other forms of manufacturing, we were reminded of the need for a 
modern agricultural sector in the region encompassing policies on food 
security as well as investments in research and development to ensure 
that the people of the region and indeed the poorest in rural communities       IICA heads listen to a question posed by Dr Rigobert 
of the Americas can live healthily and securely.     
 
Perhaps the most interesting part of the visit was the intellectually stimulating “question and answer” session during which 
both students and staff raised issues ranging from the ‘politicisation’ of agriculture given the impact of the banana crisis in the 
OECS, the EPAs, the conflict between agriculture and trade diversification, food security and energy, to the contribution of 
the IICA in charting the broader development agenda as it relates to the potential economic and social fallouts affecting the 
region: the IICA experience will not be forgotten!  
 
 
 

A forty minute drive took us to the last stop on our itinerary: “Universidad Nacional”. Here we met with Jorge Rivera, and Max 
Sáurez, the subdirector of the School of International Relations. The latter gave us a brief history of the school and a 
description of their post-graduate programmes. Interestingly, the school’s curriculum focuses on the wider developmental 
goals of not only Costa Rica but Central America as well. According to Mr. Sáurez, their emphasis is on the demilitarization of 
Central America and a progressive regional economic integration. In addition to discussions on a potential program 
partnership between Universidad Nacional and the Institute of International Relations, the “question and answer” session was 
equally impressive as some students of IIR showed their proficiency in Spanish.  
 

 - 

On Tuesday, we were welcomed by Ms. Adriana Molina to the picturesque campus upon which the University of Peace is 
located. We were first shown a video on the accomplishments of the University and then we toured the grounds.  Established 
in 1980, its core belief is to foster peaceful existence between human beings.  A member of the United Nations family, the 
University was established in 1982 in Costa Rica.  Why was the latter chosen?  Among other reasons, Costa Rica had 
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abolished its death penalty and as a nation is an active proponent of peace.  It is also the only country in Latin America that 
does not have a standing army.  Every year, from over 500 applicants, only 160 students gain acceptance to study there. 
 
Our final visit in Costa Rica was to the autonomous judicial institution, the 
Inter-American Court on Human Rights (ICHR). Prior to 1986 the Court only 
issued advisory opinions but since has issued judgments in contentious cases.  
Attorney at the Court Ms. Romina I. Sijniensky, outlined the role of the court 
and indicated the types of cases handled therein.  
 
A lot of time was spent defining human rights infractions, discussing the 
Caribbean particularly Trinidad and Tobago’s defiance of ICH rulings and its 
current status at the Court.  
 
 

IIR @ ICHR HELLO PANAMA 
 
Early Wednesday morning we left Costa Rica to embark on our journey to Panama City. We landed at 9:00am and were met 
in Immigration by officials of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Panama. We were warmly welcomed by Rosa Cerezo, Edilma 
Alemon and Marcelino Aviles, and it exposed us first hand to diplomatic privileges which we embraced with honour.    
 

Our first stop: the City of Knowledge. Located on the banks of the Panama Canal and occupying 
the installations of a former military base, this City is a Panamanian project aimed at inserting the 
country into the world of technology and innovation.  Here, Dr Guyllermo Castro, Director of the 
Academic Area, gave an overview of Panama’s international relations, which involved a historical 
background of the country as well as a brief foreign policy analysis.   
 
We then proceeded to the Panama Canal where we toured the three levels of Panama Canal 
History Museum overlooking the Mira Flores Rocks. We experienced a simulation of a ship 
passing through the “water locks” as part of the tour which ended with a ten minute video of the 
canal. The video highlighted that Caribbean labour, principally from Barbados, helped in the 
development of the Canal. An interactive question and answer ensued and brought to our attention 
that in US hands the government of Panama received approximately 90 million dollars annually as 

opposed to the 1.7 billion dollars received in 2007. This revenue from the Canal is used by the government to fight poverty 
(5%); to develop education (5%) and 5 million is distributed among municipals.  [continued on page 6] 
 
 
 

HARVARD NATIONAL MODEL UNITED NATIONS 
 

 
Fifteen students represented the University of the West Indies, St. Augustine 
campus at the 54th Harvard National Model United Nations (HNMUN) 
Conference held from the 14 – 17 February, 2008 in Boston, Massachusetts, 
U.S.A.  Postgraduate diploma student, Kay Julien-Gutu of IIR was among the 
delegates.  The HNMUN conference is the world's largest and most prestigious 
model UN debate and provides students with the forum to explore the intricacies 
and complexities of coalition building with the best possible simulation of 
diplomacy and negotiation.   
 

Kay Julien-Gutu (2nd from right) & 
UWI delegates at HNMUN 2008 

The UWI delegation was highly commended for their performance, tenacity and 
in-your face attitude as part of the 3000 delegates representing over 170 
colleges and 91 top universities from around the world and received an 

Honourable Mention award in this regard for debate on the Committee of the Organisation of American States. 
Delegates on the various UN Committees debated global issues such as elections, migration, drugs, Palestine, 
Maritime Security and HIV/AIDS and were expected to find solutions to a number of global problems over four days of 
intense deliberations and negotiations. Mrs. Julien-Gutu says the Conference provided her with the opportunity to 
practice her negotiating, diplomacy and team-building skills in an international arena while gaining a wealth of new 
skills in international meeting procedures and administration.   She encourages more students to take advantage of 
opportunities to attend conferences, study tours and internships.  The lessons learned will last a lifetime.  

 
 

Check out the IIR calendar of events at http://sta.uwi.edu/iir/news/default.html 
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Costa Rica/Panama [Cont’d from page 5] 
 
We journeyed through the historic Old Quarter on our way to el Palacio de las Garzas (the Office of the President). The 
stunning architecture and valuable art pieces were held in reverent admiration by the group. We then toured the “Plaza de 
Liberto” which housed the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The strong levels of culture and history were clearly evident and it was 
unquestionable why it was declared part of historical places in Panama in 1997 by UNESCO. We were surprised to have met 
the General Director of the Diplomatic Academy, Professor Paulero Romero, who spoke highly of the Caribbean and its 
importance in Latin America.   
 
A five minute walk from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs took us to the Museo Del Canal Interoceanico de Panama where 
we viewed the historical account of the Panama Canal experience.  The Museum has a room dedicated to the Torrijos-
Carter treaty which was signed by Panama and the United States (Omar Torrijos and Jimmy Carter) on September 7, 
1977 and its subsequent handover in 1999. 

         
 
Onto the Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores, where we participated in a lecture 
titled “Lineamientos de la Politica Exterior Panamena”. It centered on the 
Panamanian foreign policy given by Ms. Licenciada Gloria Maduro, who is the Sub 
Director General of the Ministry. The presentation was then followed by an open 
discussion on Panama’s position on the prospective Free Trade Area of the 
Americas (FTAA) and the Bolivarian Alternative of the Americas (ALBA).   
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A mesa redonda at the School of International Relations at the University of Panama underlined the changes that have 
taken account of Panama's geo-strategic position in the hemisphere and the importance of the Panama Canal, 
together with the prominence of the new global economy and economics. We were proudly informed that many of the 
outstanding officials of the Ministry of Foreign affairs were graduates of the IR department of the University of Panama. 
Professor Tapia also explained that at the University of Panama, apart from the Humanities Department, the School of 
International Relations is the only other faculty that offers a language programme. He also identified an interest in 
offering exchange programs with the IIR at UWI.  

Getting around         
Panama 

 
 
VISIT TIMELINE 
 
Sat 29 Mar Arrive Costa Rica, stay at Hostel Bekuo / Casa Yoses 
 
Sun 30 Mar Eco tour – Tortuguero National Park, Salve Verde Mountains, Sarapiqui River and Jardín de las cataratas, La Paz 
 
Mon 31 Mar Visits to Universidad Veritas, Instituto Interamericano de Cooperación para la Agricultura and Nacional  
 Universidad de Costa Rica 
 
Tue 1 Apr Visits to University of Peace and Inter-American Court on Human Rights 
 
Wed 2 Apr Leave Costa Rica, arrive Panama stay at Riande Hotel. Visit City of Knowledge and the Panama Canal Zone 
 
Thu 3 Apr Visit the Office of the President, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Canal Museum, University of Panama 
 
Fri 4 Apr Leave Panama 
  
 
As Dr Kirton, IIR study tour initiator indicator that this tour highlighted that given the current state of international 
relations and having regard to globalisation that it is important for us to strengthen our interest in the hemisphere in 
which we are located and also the contemporary issues with which we are all grappling. He indicated his concern with 
the current “distance" between Caribbean nations and other countries in the hemisphere and likened this to “distant 
cousins" when we should be operating as brothers.  
 
This study tour has granted valuable opportunities for both the institute and the students. The willingness to engage in 
institutional partnerships was eagerly expressed by several of our hosts and we as students were enthused by the 
educational opportunities and prospective areas of employment available; all in all, it was an excellent exercise! 



 
FAMILIAR FACES, DIFFERENT SPACES 

 
 

As an instructor, Chanzo Greenidge is responsible for co-supervision of theses and research 
projects, as well as collaborative design and delivery of courses in International History and 
Politics, Theory and Methodology of International Relations, and Multilateralism and Global 
Governance. He joined the Institute of International Relations in 2000 as a student. In 2001, he 
completed his MSc IR, focussing on international trade and technology in the steelpan industry.  
 
Chanzo is currently finishing his doctoral work at IIR on the role of migration and Diasporas in 
changing the global political economy.  Before joining IIR as an instructor, he worked as a 
research consultant for IDRC, IOM, Environmental Resources Management and the Trinidad 
and Tobago Alliance for Sport and Physical Education.  An associate of the UWI Centre for Latin 
America and the Caribbean (CENLAC), he is also a Fábrica de Idéais alumnus and part of the 
editorial board of História, Educação e Memória, an on-line humanities journal. 

 

Photo courtesy Avianne 
Callender 

He has been a youth and community activist for almost 15 years, starting in the Black community in Canada, where he 
received a Harry Jerome Award in 1998.  He has continued work in youth and leadership training with Afro-Latino 
communities in South and Central America over the past five years and is a development consultant with The 
BARCAM working on issues of youth violence, community leadership and HIV/AIDS in the Caribbean.  Chanzo’s 
research interests include Steelpan, ICTs and Remittances, Sport and Global Political Economy, Convergence 
Technologies and Renewable Energy.  He is also a proud father of one. 
 
 
 
Marlon Anatol started his relationship with UWI as a student of the Cave Hill Campus. In 1992 
he graduated with an Honours Degree in Applied Psychology and immediately followed with a 
post graduate diploma in International Relations, from his current employer, the Institute of 
International Relations. After a brief foray in the public and private service, he returned to IIR in 
2000 to complete his masters, and now his PhD Thesis on Growth Theories and Sustainable 
Development in a Knowledge Based Economy is being supervised by Dr Debbie Mohammed. 
 
His varied posts at UWI speak to his commitment to the institution. In 2005, he was responsible 
for lecturing two (2) courses, Sociology and Caribbean Studies. In 2006, he delivered the course 
Principle and Application of Behavioral Psychology at the Diploma level in Psychology. This 
course focused on the theory and application of behavior psychology. Additionally, he was responsible for lecturing in 
the course entitled Contemporary Social Problems. The course focuses on the conceptualization of issues on poverty 
and poverty alleviation, HIV/AIDS, power and politics/governance, gender issues, unemployment, crime, education, 
family and research methods. In 2007, his responsibilities grew and he taught Caribbean Business Environment in the 
certificate program. This course focused on the political, economic and integration factors that affect the competence of 
entrepreneurial endeavors in the region.   It is a combination of theory and practical examples of the Caribbean reality. 
This year, he accepted the post of Research Assistant at IIR and also lectures in Governance and Multi-lateralism 
dealing with international agencies and civil society issues as they relate to governance and the survival of small island 
states and trading blocs. He spearheads the Anatol Institute of Research and Social Sciences (TAIRASS). 
 
 
 
 
 
Making waves at Cave Hill 
 

Dr Keith Nurse, former lecturer at the Institute of International Relations, UWI, has accepted the post of Director at the 
Shridath Ramphal Center for International Trade Law, Policy and Services based at the Cave Hill Campus, Barbados. 
The Centre’s primary objective is to create the institutional capacity within the region to effectively prepare for 
negotiations, represent those interests at the negotiating table and in the final analysis implement the changes 
necessary to enhance the region’s competitiveness in the international marketplace with the ultimate goal of enhancing 
development and alleviating poverty. More at http://www.shridathramphalcentre.org/
 

 
 

 

 - 

Join the UWI IIR Alumni Group on Facebook! 
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Caribbean Perspectives Workshop – 27th & 28th June, 2008 

  
The Institute of International Relations will be hosting a Workshop entitled “Caribbean 

Perspectives on ‘New’ Caribbean Issues: from vulnerability to Resillience?” on 27th and 28th 
June, 2008.   The workshop is intended to bring the international relations communities in the region 
together across linguistic and historical divides.   
  

The aim of the workshop is “to bring together innovative interdisciplinary Caribbean analyses 
around a set of emerging issues confronting the region towards the end of the first decade of the 21st 
Century.  Increasingly, regional and other states, civil societies, media and private sectors recognize a 
proliferating set of ‘new’ issues, from ecology and technology through services and security to informal 
and illegal sectors.” 

 

 
 
IIR Alumnus recommended as CRNM 
successor 
 
Richard Bernal, the Caribbean Community's (CARICOM) lead 
trade negotiator, is promoting his deputy, Trinidadian Henry 
Gill,  an Institute of International Relations Alumnus, as his 
successor as head of the Caribbean Regional Negotiating 
Machinery (CRNM) in July.  "I have recommended that he 
replaces me," Bernal, a Jamaican, who served in the top post 
for seven years, told the Financial Gleaner.  "He has been a 
deputy for nearly seven years," Bernal said. "Quite frankly, he 
is the person."  
 
Bernal officially steps down as director of the CRNM at the 

end of next month to take up the job as alternate executive director for the Caribbean at the Inter-American 
Development Bank (IDB) in Washington.  Gill, having joined the CRNM, is now the senior director. He previously 
worked at the Caracas-based secretariat Latin American Economic System (SELA) as well at the Institute of 
International Relations in Trinidad and Tobago.  CARICOM leaders are expected to name his successor at the summit 
in Antigua and Barbuda in July.  
 
 
News Briefs cont’d 
 
Caricom, Cuba and the hemisphere 
By Vaughan A. Lewis  
Stabroek News Sunday, January 6th 2008 
As 2007 drew to an end, the Caribbean Community and the Government of Cuba celebrated, during the week of 
December 9, the 35th anniversary of the establishment of full diplomatic relations between Cuba and the then 
independent English-speaking Caribbean states of Barbados, Guyana, Jamaica and Trinidad and Tobago.
http://www.stabroeknews.com/index.pl/article_sunday_features?id=56536315
  
  
Celebrating the life, works of Sir Arthur 
Trinidad & Tobago Express - Port-of-Spain,Trinidad and Tobago - Sunday 6th January 2008 
As part of its Nobel Laureate Celebrations, UWI will celebrate the life and works of Sir Arthur Lewis, the University's 
first Vice Chancellor and West Indian Principal. The Saint Lucian-born economist, who is well known for his work in the 
field of economic development, will be honoured throughout the year for his contribution to the Caribbean region. 

 - 

http://www.trinidadexpress.com/index.pl/article_news?id=161260119
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READERS FEEDBACK 
 

Arthur Gray: 
 
Hi all at IIR, Many thanks for this edition of IIRToday. This must be your best issue ever...at least among those I have seen! The 
Institute seems to be coming to life again. The credentials of the new Director are impeccable and I look forward to great things. The 
introduction of the Masters in Suriname is surely the way to go...and represents a major development. Is Haiti on the list? (No 
comment!) Am doing some private research on the Haitian education system and perhaps I will have an opportunity to share some 
of it …in some way or another-- in the future.  
 
Given the new tempo at the Institute, if I could be in two places at the same time, I think I would add St Augustine to Port au Prince 
right now this minute!! I enjoyed the piece on   "my rascally friend", Keith Franklin, now Ambassador of Barbados, Caracas (feel free 
to quote me). And as for that piece on Herb Addo! What can I say? His input I found very, very useful and I use it every single day. 
At a different level, Anselm, the ever faithful, also did wonders and made the Law of the Sea come alive, thereby tossing me in at 
the deep end. Thanks again. Will be forwarding this edition to a few other members of the IIR family. Special "hello" to Anselm and 
also to Jackie. Kindest regards.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FEEDBACK 
 

We want to hear from you 
 
Comments 
 
 
 
Name 
 
 
Address 
 
Phone:                                                             Fax:                                                     Mobile:                     
 
Email 
 

 

Send to IIRToday, Institute of International Relations @ UWI, St Augustine Campus, University of the West Indies, Trinidad and Tobago 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

IIRToday 
IIRToday Editorial Committee Contact 
Chanzo Greenidge, Chair 
Tamara Brathwaite  
Akilah Griffith  
Solange Mike 
Marlon Anatol 

Tel: (868) 662 2002 ext 2010, 3245, 2291 
Fax: (868) 663 9685 
http://sta.uwi.edu/iir/default.html 
http://sta.uwi.edu/iir/news/today.html (IIR Today) 
Email: iir.today@sta.uwi.edu

 
 

The IIRToday Editorial Committee extends its condolences to Dr Gale TC Rigobert and family on the passing o  her mother f
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