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Undergraduate study

Major (BSc in … /BA in …)
Minor

DEGREE COMPLETION REQUIREMENTS
 Full time students will take 5 courses per semester @
3 credits each (part time students will take fewer
courses)
 This is equal to 30 credits per year
 Contact hours for each course: one 2hr lecture and
one 1hr tutorial per week

 At the end of level one you should have 30 credits
 At the end of level two you should have 60 credits
 To graduate, at the end of year three you should
have 90 credits which must include at least 30
credits from Level I courses.
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MAJORS AND MINORS
Majors, minors in the Faculty of Social Sciences are made up of:

 Major – 30 credits drawn from Level II or III
 *Minor – 15 credits drawn from Level II or III
 Courses for any minor cannot include any of the compulsory courses
from your major
 I.e. As a student doing a Major in Sociology you would not be able
to count the second year Anthropology course (SOCI 2031) toward
a Minor in Anthropology
*This may vary by Faculty, if you are interested in doing cross faculty
minors you are to consult with the relevant faculty regulations.
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DEGREE COMBINATIONS

Undergraduate students in the Faculty of Social
Sciences may read for one of the following:
 Special (45 credits minimum in one discipline)

 Special and Minor (45 credits minimum in one
discipline and 15 credits in a second discipline)
 1 Major (30 credits in one discipline plus 30
other credits)
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DEGREE COMBINATIONS
 Double Major(s) (30 credits each in two disciplines)
 1 Major and 1 Minor ( 30 credits in one discipline; 15
credits a second discipline plus 15 other credits )
 1 Major and 2 Minors (30 credits, 15 credits & 15
credits respectively in three disciplines)
Read the Faculty of Social Sciences Undergraduate Information Guide (the link is at
the end of this presentation)
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Anthropology
 “Anthropology, of the family, of
law, of exchange, of ritual, of
belief, of identity, has always
had about it a sort of preludial
quality, as if it marks the
beginning of something that
will reach far beyond the
matters under immediate
consideration” (Geertz 1996,
262 Senses of Place)

What is Anthropology?
 Study of human beings – of cultural assumptions i.e what we take for
granted (Laura Nader)
 Anthropologists learn about cultural diversity in family, law, religion,
ritual, belief, and identity, from the perspectives of cultural groups.
 Four fields:
 Socio-cultural
 Linguistic
 Physical
 Archaeology
 Each field uses “theories, employs systematic research methodologies,
formulates and tests hypotheses, and develops extensive sets of data”

The four fields of anthropology

 Socio-cultural: society and culture – why do we think, behave in
certain ways?

 Linguistic: language and culture – how do we communicate?
What do words mean? How do languages develop? Similarities
and differences?
 Physical: environment and physiology – differences and
similarities in bodies and genetics?
 Archaeology: what was the history of our homo sapiens or
human ancestors?

Socio-cultural Anthropology
 “Sociocultural anthropologists explore how people in
different places live and understand the world around
them.
 They want to know what people think is important and the
rules they make about how they should interact with one
another. Even within one country or society, people may
disagree about how they should speak, dress, eat, or treat
others. Anthropologists want to listen to all voices and
viewpoints in order to understand how societies vary and
what they have in common.”
 To make the “familiar strange and the strange familiar”
(Miner 1956)

Common concerns within
anthropology
 “Anthropological attitude”: understanding cultures from the
perspectives of people within those groups or an emic
perspective
 Ethnology: cross-cultural similarity and difference
 Method: ethnography
 Introspection: being critical of our behaviours and attitudes
 Advocacy: for human equality

The stuff of anthropology

Which courses do you do for the Anthro
minor?
Minor = 15 credits
2 core Anthropology courses: Anthropology of the
Peoples of the Caribbean I and
Anthropology of the Peoples of the Caribbean II

+ 3 elective courses from:
Communication Studies, Gender Studies, History,
Linguistics, Music or Political Science.

Anthropology elective courses (P.79)
 LING 2501 Language, Gender and Sex (Sem I)
 COMS 2201 Intercultural Communication (Sem I)
 GEND 2203 Feminist Frameworks (Sem I)
 GEND 2013 Men and Masculinities (Sem II)
 GOVT 2022 Foundations of West Indian Government (Sem I)

 MUSC 2008 Steelband History and Development (Sem II)
 HIST 2003 History of the West Indies 1660 – 1830 (Sem I)
 HIST 2005 Caribbean Economic History (Sem I)

 HIST 2805 Pre-Columbian History of the Caribbean (Sem I)
 GEND 3031 Sex, Gender and Society (Sem II)
 GEND 3039 Gender and Development with Reference to Caribbean Society (Sem I)
 GEND 2104 Cinema and Gender (Sem II)

Jobs and work – why are
anthropologists needed?
 “Applied anthropologists work to solve real world problems
by using anthropological methods and ideas.”
 Local communities helping to solve problems related to
health, education or the environment.
 Recording community histories (women in Black Power in
Trinidad, women in the Cuban revolution as examples)

 “Museums helping to interpret history.”

Jobs
 “Businesses, like retail stores or software and technology
companies, to learn more about how people use products or
technology in their daily lives.”
 Research Analyst or Research Assistant

 Conservation, social justice, advocacy
 Market research
 Corporate Relations
 International development
 Digital technologies

Example: Gibe III dam in Ethiopia
 “You will find anthropologists addressing social and
cultural consequences of natural disasters, equitable
access to limited resources, and human rights at the
global level.”
 Examples of social impact assessment and
environmental impact assessment
 Example: Gibe dam in southern Ethiopia - displacement
in the Omo Valley (“Dams for the damned”)

 https://www.zehabesha.com/the-dam-and-thedamned-gibe-iii-ethiopia/
 https://www.farmlandgrab.org/24403

What is Sociology?
 Sociology is the study of societies: groups, communities,
institutions, and structures.
 The discipline of sociology is as old as when

 Comte first coined the term in the 16th century.
 It is as relevant today as it was centuries ago.
 Sociologists measure and document social phenomena in
an effort to explain scientifically how societies function.

Sociology
 From the Latin, socius, we can translate this word to mean
‘companion’ or ‘comrade.’

 Everything is sociological and sociologists work everywhere: in
teaching, research, industry, politics, to name a few areas.
 Because sociology has been a foundational discipline into
understanding human interactions, the course of study is versatile
and encourages students to think about how to achieve positive
social change locally and globally.

Minor in Sociology (P.86)
 4 core courses and 1 elective course:
 SOCI 2000 Classical Social Theory (Sem I)
 SOCI 2010 Anthropology of the Peoples of the Caribbean I (Sem I)

 SOCI 2012 Social Change and Development (Sem I)
 SOCI 3028 Caribbean Social Structure I (Sem I)

 PLUS: One (1) of the following:
 SOCI 2007 Survey Design and Analysis (Sem I)
 SOCI 3002 Sociology of Education I (Sem I)

 SOCI 3008 Industrial Sociology I: Theories & Practice (Sem I)
 SOCI 3032 Criminology I (Sem I)

SUB SPECIALTY AREAS IN SOCIOLOGY
Some Sub Specialty Areas in Sociology that you should
consider:
 Behavioural Statistics

 Criminology
 Cultural Sociology
 Labour Studies
 Political Sociology
 Sociology of Development
 Sociology of Education
 Social Gerontology

 Sociology of Health
 Sociology Religion
 Sociology of Sport
 Sociology of Youth

WHAT CAN I DO WITH AN SOCIOLOGY
DEGREE?
Traditional Options:


Employment as a Research Analyst or Research Assistant



Teaching Sociology and Social Studies at Secondary & Tertiary Levels



Working in Policy, Modernisation, and Social Development



Journalism and Investigative reporting



Market research



Community Development



Youth and Social Worker



Detective – Criminal and Corporate



Public Relations



User Experience and Data Analyst



Postgraduate study:
Masters (M.Sc.) in Sociology
Masters (M.Sc.) in Youth and Child Studies
M.Phil. In Sociology
Ph.D. in Sociology

LET’S HEAR FROM STUDENTS AND
GRADUATES
Anthropology and Sociology were useful because….

Q&A
Thank you

Useful resources

Faculty of Social Sciences Booklet :
p.86 (Sociology)
p.79 (Anthropology)

